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THE following ſefmon as intended 


1 to have been preached; by the ls 


Reverend Mr. Io HN BISs ET, miniſter 


of the goſpel at Aberdeen, on ile li ef Ne. 


vember, 17 56, the day appointed for the ce- 
lebration of the Lord's {upper in that city. 


Death having removed the worthy author, 


from the communion ot the church mili- 
rant, to theþleſt ſociety and fellowſhip a- 
in the immediate enjoyment of his G“ 
and Redeemer, far beyond the reach f 
per;ecution or of ſorrow, all tears being 
for ever wiped from his eyes; this ſermon is 
publiſhed (at the earneſt ſollicitation of thoſe: * 
who were his daily hearers,) exactly work 
for word, as it was found an ** 


ound among the pa- 


The reader will be pleaſed. to obſerye, 
that the author was deſigned to have diſ- 


before he proceeded to the. ſolemn. actien 


ot che improvement, was to have furniſhed; * 
hang with five table-ſer vices; the remainder” :; 
ot the ſubject he was to have delivstedim- 
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1. 
mediatdly after ſerving the tables, and it in a 
duet oh the Monday following : and, if pro. 
yidence had ſpared him, tis probable, as 
| | the ſermon does not ſeem to contain all he 
intended on the ſubject, that he would have 
F | inſiſted upon it for ſome ſucceeding Sab- 
| baths. 
| © Phe fame noble aim the worthy authe i 
propoſed to himſelf in all his ſerinons, is e. 
bDidently apparent in this; the leading bil 
hearers out of themſelves. to a cordial ac- 
= ceptance of Jeſus the Saviour, in the various 
| characters under which the goſpel reveal; 
him; and the diſplaying before them, in the 
fulleſt and warmeſt manner, the unſearch. 
able riches of redeeming mercy and love. 
Qhtiſt crucified, tho' to the Fews a Stumbling 
_ locks and to the Greeks, fooliſhneſs, was the 
tum and ſubſtance of his preaching. He 
knew Jeſus experimentally, as the porver off 
San, and the wiſaom of Ged ; and what hel 
had the deepeſt feeling of, himfelf, that he 
delivered unte others. From the abu 
of his heart, his mouth pate; a circumſtance 
that cannot miſs to recommend the ſermon 
now: publifted, to the approbation and - 
ſeem of all thoſe who lebe * Lord WEL 1 il 
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and give thee for a covenant f the people. 


tha | W were made to the Fei a ÞF 
is e. bout their deliverance from the Babyloniſb cas 
His W tivity, by Crus; the words now read, are a part of a 

> 


| olorious prophecy concerning the Meſſiah, and of a far 
| ac- greater redemption and deliverance to be wrought bx 
101; him, in reſpect that there are things in this prophecy, .Þ 
reals wPich could not be ſaid of Cyrus, who could not be cal- 
led a /i7ht to lighten the Gentiles, to open the blinded eyety 
the nor to bring the priſoners out of the priſon, and them whd 
rech- / in darkneſs, oy of the priſen-bouſe ; and alſo, in Mar- 
ove, W xii. 18. it is ſaid, that theſe words ſpoken by the pro-—- 
571 phet Iſaiab, were fulilled in Chriſt. | = 
> M Great and glorious things are ſpoken of Chriſt, both 
| the in the old and new teſtament, particularly by the evans 
He gelical prophet 7/arah, long before his appearing in the 
r.of likeneſs of ſinſul fleſh ; who, when he enters upon the 
þ þ ſubject concerning the Meſſiah, he is like one in the 
t he utmoit ſtraits how to ſpeak of him, ar talk of him, or 
t he how to NufNate his glorious mediatory character; and. 
an, therelore he uſeth ſo many lofty figures, ſetting forth ths 
glorious honour of his majeity, and talking of his po- 


NCC er; of which the words I have now pitched upori, are a 
non comprehenſive part. 9 
e- If the old-teftament ſaints and prophets, who ſaw. 
* Chriſt's day afar off, xejoiced at the diſtant fight an 
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ti 
hopeful expeQation of the time in which the day-ſpring 
from on high ſhould viſit us, and lifewnd immortality, ſhould 


be brought to light by the goſpel, what ſhall we ſay to theſe | 


things, who ſee this great /alvation which God hath pre- 
pared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the 


Gentiles, and the glory of the Jjrael of God Now, ble, 


fed be the Lord God of Jjracl, for he hath viſited and re- 
deemed his people; and hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation 
for us, in the houſe of his ſervant David; as he ſpake by 
the mouth of his holy prephets, which have been ſince the 
world began, Luke i. 68, 69, 70. | 

Let us ſtop here a little, and wonder at the mourn- 


ful difference betwixt theſe holy prophets, //aiab in par- 


ticular, and many now who have greater advantages 
than 7/a:a/f or any of the holy prophets had, of preach- 
ing Chrift and him crucijied 5 him who is now ſet forth 
as crucified betore us : and yet, alas | how much is he 
an unknown Chriſt ? How many pretend to preach 
Chriſt, yet make uot him the chief ſubject of their doc- 
trine? Were Jaiabh looking up, would he owh them 
as his brethren in the faith of the Meſſiah, who behave { 
as if it were an indecent ſtoop to employ themſelves in 
putting honour and glory upon his name? How much 
of Chriſt and the goſpel is in the writings of the pro- 


Phets; but alas J how little of him in the doctrine of 


many who now would be eſteemed his new teſtament 
miniſters ?.. But let God be true, and all men liars : he 


- hath ſaid it, P/al. xlv. 17. that he will cauſe his name to 


be remembred in all generations, therefore ſhall the people 
fraiſe him for ever and ver. | 

It is but little we know or can ſpeak of the gloric us 
"honour of Chriſt's majeſty, or talk of his power; not 
can we overtake all that the prophet ſpeaks of his glo- 


rious mediatory character; nor are we able to reach to 


the depth of the golden veins of the unſearchable _ 
bo ; : 0 
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of Chriſt, that are wrapped up in whele few words of my 
text; that God hath given him to be à covenant of the 
people. But as the work of this communion day is a re- 
membrance of Chriſt's dying love, a renewing our 
choice and hold of him whom God hath given zo be à ca- 
venant of the people, a remembrance of his holy covenant, 
a renewing of a broken covenant with God, through 
him who will be ever mindful of his covenant ; and; m re- 
ſpect ſuch work muſt be attended with vii of 
ſin, and our breach of covenant, and a deep ſenſe of un- 
worthineſs to enter into covenant with God, and of in- 
ability of abiding.n covenant ; and that therefore our 
hearts do fail us, when we think on theſe things: here 
our encouragement, here a broad foundation for a large. 
ſuperſtructure of grace, Chriſt who is our hope, is given 
zo us fer a covengnt ; God hath made a covenant with his 


| choſen, therefore! his mercy ſhall be built up for ever, and 
bis faithfulneſs to all generatiqus. 


In explaining theſe words, 1 mall 
Firſt, Endeavour to ſpeak to the import of Chriſt's 


being given for a covenant, 


Secondly, In what reſpects Jefus the Mefliah, is, and 


may be called, A covenant, org The covenant. 


Thirdly, Shew what is imported in Chriſt's s being gi- 


ven for a covenant of the people. 
 Fourthly, Male application of the whole. 


The FIRST GENERAL HEAD is, To endea- 
vour to ſpeak to the import of Chriſt's being given for a 
covenant, I vill give thee to be a covenant of the people: 
theſe words are brought in as ſpoken to Chrift himſelf, 
in whom is all our comfort and hope, and to whoni ſhould 
be all our deſire. And they import, 

I, That the original and foundation of God's cove- 

Nants- 


% 


[i . 
13 nant-dealings with us, is an eternal compact between 
15 118 and Chriſt, and had not its beginning and uſe 
rom our fore- thoughts of that buſineſs, when we be- 
gan to entertain the news of a Saviour, and of re- 
demption by him: it lived not in our breaſts, but was 
under deliberation between the Father and the Son, 
long beſore ever it entered into your hearts; yea, it 
was there tranſacted; the heirs of ſalvation were fore- 
- ordained unto their lot and inheritance, when the cap- 
tain of ſalvation was deſtinate unto his work. O how 
comfortable and how ſtrengthening is this to poor ſin- 
nèrs, who now helieve that eternal covenant-love, co- 
venant- dealings, covenant-relations and engagements, 
begin at the head Chriſt, fall firit on him, and then de- 
fcend to the elect ſeed ! Eph. i. 3. Bleſſed be the Gol | 
end Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath buſſed us 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings. in heavenly places in Chriſt, ac- 
cording as he hath choſen us in him before the foundation 
of the world. | 
2 It importeth, that the love of the Father and of 
Chriſt, which now hath appeared and broken forth in bs 
the deſigns of his grace, in bringing us into a new co- 
venant ſtate, hath been in action for us and about us, 
fram eternity, before we had a being, Fer. xxxi. 3. 
HW th everlaſting-love have I loved thee, therefore with lov- 
ing kindneſs bade I drawn thee. Prov. viii. 23, 31. Chriſt 
our covenant was ſet up from everlaſting, rejoicing in the 
1 habitable parts of the earth. How ſhould this comfort 
| | and encourage faith, and aſſure our hearts, that the love 
of God and of Chriſt deſigned a bleſſed covenant ſtate 
for us, when we were not yet created ; and provided a 
Phyſician before we fell ſick ; that he had a redcemer in 
readineſs before the fall of man, which he foreſaw ; wo 
Provided a ſurety. before he was needed, to be in readi- 
neſs to ſtrike hands for our debt! That Chriſt, why 
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death we this day-remember, ſpake Kindly for us, when 


we were not preſent ; that, without being defired by 
us, he took our caſe in hand; that he undertook for us, 


when we had neither being, nor knowledge of his un- 
| dertaking |! : 


3. It imports, that our redemption and falvation doth 
not depend upon our will, but upon God's gracious 
will. New this is the Father's will, that of all that he 
hath given Chriſt, all for whom Chriſt is given, he ſhould 


loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day, 


John vi. 30. There is now no more of our will in all 


the buſineſs, but ſo much as is captivated, bowed, and 


carried after God's will, who worketh in us to will and 10 
do of his good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. And how ſweet and 
comfortable is 1t, that ſalvation by the new covenant is. 
taken off from the mutable will of man, and is laid u- 


pon the immutability of God's counfel, Hes. vi. 17. 
and upon his unchangeable will! 


4. God's giving of Chriſt t be a covenant, importeth, 


head of our life: the well-head of life in Adam, was in 


himſelf, but that went dry; he had no other fountain 
| whence to draw, till Chriſt was given, and that forun- 


tain of living waters was opened. O how ſweet is that 
to the believer, that his ſalvation is founded on Chriſt, 
from whom he may take in freſh ſupplies, when his 
well runs dry! "There is a veil of living waters ſpring- 
ing up to eternal life, John iv. 14, Forſake your own 
dry and empty wells ; come here add draw, and you 
ſhall be ſati-fied, becauſe Chriſt who is given to be a ca- 


venant for you, lives, ye ſpall tive alſo, John xiv. 19. 
bY The 


that the fountain and well-ſpring of life and ſalvation, 
and of all the influences that muſt needs lift us towards 
it, lie out of ourſelves, and are placed in Chriſt, Pſa. 
& Ixxxvii. 7. All our ſprings are in him. He is the well- 


—_ 


5. The Father's giving Chriſt 79 be @ covenant, im- 
ports, that all your protniſes of heaven and ſalvation, 
and. of all your ſpiritual concernments, are in a ſurer 


the promiſes are made, He is the heir of all things, Heb, 
4. 2. to whom the firſt title and right to the promiſes 
which are our charters, doth belong. They were firſt 


poſſeſſor too. Upon Chrift did all the acts of Chriſt's 
covenant-love firſt fall, As xiii. 34. I give you the ſure 
mercies of David. Moſt of the promiſes were made for- 


15 calling, juſtification and ſalvation, J/aiab liii. 10, 11, 
i; Aud the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand. He 


Dall ſce of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied. By x 
4; bis knowledgeyſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many, for i 
be ſhall bear their iniquities. And theſe, that were not 


made formally to him, ſuch as, a new heart, a new fpt- 
rit, remiſſion of fins, yet were made to him eminently ; 
- they were laid down in him, and conſigned in his hand; 


which are our-rights and charters, and he keepeth and 
manageth them for our uſe, as may moſt tend for our 
good. Chriſt, who is given to be the covenant, is that ex- 


are in ſuch a charter-cheſt, and in the hands of ſuch a 


account to his Father, of all committed to him 
6. God's giving Chriſt to be a covenant of the people, 


importeth, that Chriſt and the poor ſinner are in one 
| | writs 


; 


A 
4 


hand than your own, even in Chriſt's keeping, to whom | 
his, before they were ours; yea, and he was the firſt 


[i mally to Chriſt, even theſe which directly relate to our 


cellent ark who keepeth the table of the covenant, O 
how ſweet and ſatisiying is it, that our rights of heaven 


keeper, even in Chrift's cuſtody, who will give a good 


for Chriſt is not only the original and iountain-cauſe of * 
all the promiſes, who merited by his blood, remiſſion, WW 
righteouſneſs and, life, which the Lord makes out by 
free promiſe ; but he is alſo the firſt. ſubject of the pro- 
mifes, Chriſt receiveth all the covenant- promiſes, il 


. 
2 
25 . « 
a, 


1 . 


writ. There are both their intereſts and their names; 


ſo that now we ſtand not alone in covenant dealings 


with God; but Chriſt ſtands a principal party covenant- 
ing for us, and receiving the promiſes. His name was 
put in our bond; for he wrote himſelf the ſinner legal- 
ly, and in the ſinner's place, under the law, accurſed ; 
and our name is put in the writ of juſtification given to 
him, and faith writes the believer righteous and bleſſed, 


2 Cor. v. 21. Ged hath made him to be fin for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of G 
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in him. There is a community of writs between Chriſt 


and believers : one writ and promiſe makes God the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the God 
and Father of the believer, Heb. i. 5. I w:ll be to him, a 
father, and he fhall be to me, a ſon. Plalm Ixxxix. 29. 


Lis ſeed will I mate to endure for ever. One writ makes 


v4 C hriſt the firſt heir and ſon of the promiſe, and the be- 


liever, a younger brother coming in under Chriſt the 
firſt heir, P/al. Ixxxix. 27. Alſo I will make bim my firſts 


ern. Col. iii. 20. For ye are all the children of Grd by 
faith in Feſus Chrift, One writ ard acquittance uiſcharg- 
Jes both Chriſt and the believer from the curſe and con- 


demnation of the law, Rom. viii. 34. God ſending his 


5 


oron Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and fer ſin, candemu- 
Wed ſin in the fleſb. O how comfortable and ſtrength- 


ning is this, in this day of remembering of Chriſt's dy- 
ing love, that Chrift and believers are in one wit ; that 


our covenant-intereſts in, and relations to God, and all 


his and our concernments, are thus bound up in one 


writ. If his title to God, to heaven, to promiſes, be ' 


good and valid, ours is ſo too: if he acquit and de- 


tend his own charters, he doth the ſame fer ours. Rleſ- 


ſed are they who are united to him, in the new cove- 


nant relation, 


. 7. Chriſt's 


(8) 
7. Chriſt's being given to be a covenant of the people, 
imports, that he is entruſted with being the grand in- 
ſtrument and actor in all things that appertain to his 
people's redemption and ſalvation, Heb. v. 9. And being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
that obey him, O how warm, how comfortable is it | 
what a ſupport to faith, that Chriſt is given to work all 
manner of ſalvation for his people, and to be the grand 
inſtrument and chief actor thereof; that now we may 
look to him whom the Father hath given to be a code. 


xii. 2. / 
8. The Father's giving Chriſt to be @ covenant of the 
People, imports, his having laid on him all the hard con- 


Ways, Gal. iv. 4. He was made under the law. O how 
Tweet and comfortable is it to the poor creature, who 
finds himſelf unable for all covenant-conditions, to find 
that Chriſt did take upon him all conditions which the 
law requires; ſo that now, tho” the believer be under 
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ons thereof, for now it is not*to him-a covenant. Chriſt 


CE — 


covenant mercies. Chriſt did take upon him all the 
conditions that are works; and nothing remains to. the 
believer condition-ways, but that which is grace. It is 
true, the believer yet worketh, Eph. ii. 10. They are cri 
Jated in Chrift Jeſus unto geed works ; but all working, 
condition-ways, was on Chrift, given to be a covenant 
of the pecple. The principal, and moſt ſignificant con- 
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ſings and priviledges promiſed to us, is Chriſt, F doing 
his part of the covenant, his laying down his lifes m 
| | 0 | oni 


- 


nant of the people, as the auther and finiſher of faith, Heb, W 


ditions, all that the law requires of man, condition-|f 


the commands of the law, he is not under the conditi-] 


- alſo did bear the curſe of the law; but now that which 
the believers ſtiffer, even of the things that were written Wl 
in the book of the law, are now written in the book of 


dition of redemption, ſalvation, and all covenant-bleſ- 


4] 
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only as the condition of the rewatd, to be given to 
Chriſt perfonally, but even all the promiſes that were 
made to him concerning his redeemed ſeed, Iſaiab liũ. 
10, 11. He ſcall ſec his ſeed ; be ſhall Prolong his days, ank 
the pleaſure of the Lord fhall proſper in bis hand. He ſhall 
foe of the travail i his foul, and ſhall be fatisfied. Chriſt 
is under 2 covenant to work in his people, all that God 
requireth of them. O how comfortable is it, that 
Chriſt is under a covenant to his elect people, not for 
any thing they can do for themſelves, but for the work 
chat he hath wrought, and the conditions he hath ful- 
lcd in his own perſon, and is obliged to fulfil aud work 
in chem! The promiſes then are fulfilled to us, not 

becauſe we fulfil! the condition, but for Chriſt, in whom 
they are made to us, and who did perform all the con- 
ditions that the law and juſtice of God did require, 

9. God's giving Chriſt to be a covenant of the perpliey 
| imports, that Jehovah is engaged by covenant with 
Chriſt for our believing, and Chriſt hath given bond for 
mis alſo. He ſhall ſee his ſeed, Ifaiah Iii. 10. How 
comfortable is this to the weak believer ; how ſtrength- 

ening to faith, that Jehovah gave bond from eternity to 
\ Chriſt, and ſtands engaged to him for bowing of our 
| rebellious wills; for ſuch a frame of heart to us, as of * 
W {alvation requires] and that Chriſt ſtands engaged to be 

to his own, a merciful and faithful high prieſt ; and that 
by the bonds he came under, it behoved him to be fo, 
Heb. ii. 17. O conſider that he can no more be uncon- 
cerned with our concernments, or be untouched with a 
feeling of our infrmities, than he can ceaſe to be a mer- 
ciful and faithful high prieſt, and fail in the bonds he 
hath given to his Father. | p 
S 10. God's giving Chriſt to be @ covenant of ihe peoples 
imports, the ſure and confirmed ſtate in which every 
believer in Chriſt is, God's covenanted people are-not 


now 


- 


1 
now in a tottering, ſlippery, mutable condition, as were 
the angels that fell, or Adam in the ſtate of integrity; 
but now Chriſt being given for a covenant of the people, 
their help is laid o hi who is mighty, Pſalm Ixxxix. 19. 
on him who giveth pouwer to them that have u might, and 
to them that are faint, he encreaſeth ſtrength, Iſaiah xl. 28, 
29. How may this comfort their hearts who believe in 
Chriſt : what a ſupport is here to their faith, that tho' F 
they be not yet out of danger, yct they are in a ſecured 
confirmed ſtate ; that they can no more fall away from 
a ſtate of grace and faith, than Jehoyah can break to 
Chriſt, or Chriſt break to his Father. Pſalm Ixxxix. 35, 
36. Once have I fworn by my halineſs, that I will not lie 
unto Jacob his feed ſhall endure fir ever. .= 
11. God's giving Chriſt to be @ covenant of the peoble, 
imports, that through the faith of Chriſt's juſtice, the 
terrible attribute of God is no more dreadful to them 
who believe in Chriſt, 1 %u i. 9. If we confeſs our 
ns, be is faithful and juſt to forgive our fins, and to cleanſe 
as from all unrighteouſneſs, Chriſt hath ſatisfied juſtice, 
- hath paid the believer's debt to the laſt farthing. How 
ſweet and comfortable mutt this be to the believer, that 
through Chriſt whom God hath given to be a covenant 
- of the people, not only grace and favour is for him, but 
WE - juſtice alſo, that they may now plead for pardon and re- 
miſſion at the bar of juitice itſelf. N 
wo 'The more particular uſe of this. 4 
i - 1. Hath God given Chriſt to be @ covenant of the peo- 
= 2/2? then learn to frame an anſwer to all temptations 
ariſing trom our own frailty, mutability, and inconſtan- 
ey, and ſad mixture of unbelief with faith, and of cor- 
ruption with grace. You vhink Adam and the angels 
fell who had no fin in them ; how can we ſtand ? 
"Chriſt being given as @ covenant, anſwers theſe and the 
like aſſaults of the weak believer's faith; for * 
| an ot” 
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Pandeft by faith which excluderh boaſting, and if thou 


be not High minded but fear, thou ſhalt ſtand by faith, 


Nam. xi. 20. But they who flood by the law of works fear- 


4 not, but were lifted up and fell, 2diy, That little and i 


weak faith that is in thee, is of another kind than that 
in innocent Alam or the angels, which was not in Chriſt 
the covenant : ſo thy taith 1s given thee for another end, 
even that by going out of thyſelf, thou mayeſt ſtand by 
faith; and cometh from another ſpring, which makes it 
indefectable, Luke xxii. 32. I have prayed for thee, that 


by faith fail not. 1 John iii. 9. It is the ſced of God that 
"I remaineth in thee. Zally, Although Adam and the angels 
| that fell, had grace without mixture of corruption, yet 
had they no promiſe nor aſſurance of the Spirit, and ac- 


tual influences which the weakeft believers have, Ezeł. 
xxxvi. 27. And I will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe 


po to walk in my ſtatutes ; and ye ſhall keep my judgments, 
and do them, athly, Neither had theſe grace in Chriſt 
5 the ſtorehouſe, given unto them; all their ſtock was in 
their own hand* the fountain of liſe was in themſelves, 
but the believer's, in Chriſt, John i. 16. from whoſe ful 
% they receive grace, and grace for grace. , 5thiy, Chriſt 
was never a covenant nor undertaker for angels or in- 
= nocent Adam, as he is for them whom the Father, in 


the eternal counſel of peace hath given him. 

2, From this doctrine, and eſpecially on the day of 
this holy memorial, learn to ſtudy and admire theſe e- 
ternal depths of love and wiſdom that ſhine forth in 


God's covenant-tranſactions with Chriſt, that you may 


be able to comprehend, with all ſaints, what is the breadth, 


and the length, depth and height, and to knmw the love of 
; Corift, wh:ch paſſeth knowledge, Eph. iii. 18, 19. "This 


glorious myſtery the angels deſire to ſearch into, though 


not ſo much concerned in it, as we are; and ſhall not 


we ſtudy, remember, and admire it? As 
| 2 J. The 


* 


% 


642) 


J, The wiſdom and knowledge that found out and 
deviſed this way, which was beyond tho poſſible reach 
of men and angels : that loſt man, who was in as hope. 


hope of recovery by Chriſt, given them as a cqvenant, 
2dly, The everlaſting out-goings of the ſame eternal 
love, which came forth in covenant-tranſaQions between 
the Father and the Son; when theſe objects of his love 
and eternal delight, were not as yet revealed, Prey, 
viii. 23 
lights of God ſhould be taken up about ſuch objects 
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#/aiab Ixv. 6. I am ſaught of them that aſted met fer mie; 

Jam found of them that {ought me net; I ſaid, behold me, 

behold me, unto @ nation that was nt cailed by my name. 
4thly, The ſcaſonableneſs of the notice of his being 
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ſword kept him out from happineſs ; when he was run- 
ning away and hiding himſelf at the voice of God, Gex. 
Lil. 10, When the one was deſperate, and the remedy 
to our knowledge, impoſſible; then God gave him 7o bz 
a covenant for us. | 

-£thly, We are here to ſtudy and admire the double 
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en io be @ covenant of the people: by tree grace, and by 
juſtice both. Through Chriſt, given 2% be @ covenant, 
Proviſion is made, that free grace ſhould acquit wretch- 
d ſinners; and that juſtice alſo ſhould diſcharge hom 

| Ir 


3 
. — 


; 3 


leſs a condition as the fallen angels, ſhould have the! 
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31. What a wonder is this, that the de- 


' > 3aly, The ſovereign graciouſnets of free preventing 
grace, that Chriſt ſhould be given, and ſhould come 28 
2 covenant and undertaker for the people, and this not 
fought nor ſent for, nor ſo much as defired by us. 


given as a covenant of the people. The Lord provided a 44; 
phyſician before we were tick ; gave him to us in due 
time, Rom. v. 6. For when we were yet without ſtrength, Wl 
in due time Chriſt died for the ungodly. When fallen 
man was ſick unto death, when juſtice with a fiery 
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terms bv which we hold pardon and life by Chriſt, giv- 7 
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for a full price laid down. Chriſt hath ſaid to Jehovah, 


as Paul did to Philemon, concerning Oneſimus, Philem. 
i. 10. 1f he bath wronged thee, ar oweth thee any things, 


| put that to wiy account ; / will repay it. And this an- 


{wers all that law and juſtice, or the accufer can ſay ; 
and therefore, every one who by faith lays hold on 
Chriſt, the covenant of the people, may ſay with Paul, 
Rom. viii. 33, 34. I bo ſhall lay any thing to the charge 


| of Ged's elef? ? It is Gad that juſtifieth, who is he that 


- i= condemmeth? d 


2. Learn hence, how needſul the knowledge and per- 


BE ſuaſion of Chriſt's undertaking to be given as & covenant 
bor us, is: not any thing more neceſlary than this; not a- 
ny thing more needful tabe believed. %, For our right 
W underſtanding of our debt to Chriit, who did fo freely, 


being under no neceſſity, and not deſired by us, under- 


take tor us, and did put his ſoul in our ſoul's ftead. A 
W worthy ſtudy indeed, and well becoming a believer, to 
know what we owe to Jeſus, given 10 be à cavenant, who 
ſpake for us, behind our back, when we were abſent, 
and whoVaid down his bond for ours. 2dly, For eſta» 
bliſhing our hearts in the faith of our ſalvation and com- 
W plcte redemption. Is there any thing can ſo eſtabliſh 
the heart of a believer, as to know that Chrift is an 
W undertaker for him ? He who can believe that Chrift 

is given to be a covenant for him, cannot doubt but he 
will fulfil his undertaking, and that he ſhall be ſaved by 


him, Rom. v. 10. Being reconciled ta God, by the death of 


Bis Son, we h be ſaved by his life. 3dly, For filencing 
all the aCtings of unbelief in us, and the perverſe opinions 
of our hearts, copcerning God's covenant good- will to- 
wards us. If the Father hath given Chriſt, and he bath 


undertaken to bt à cavenart for us; what ground for. 
doubting of bis willingneſs to take us into covenant: 
with himſelf, or of his readineſs to beſtow upon us, all 
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of his covenant, all who will come and declare their ac- Wi 


(267-3 195 
theſe bleſſings which Chriſt the great undertaker hath 
purchaſed by bis death? Ron. viii. 32. God, who ſparedifi 


not his own Son, but gave him up to the death for us all 


* 
Ll 


bew fhail he not, with him, freely give us all things? 

4. Is Chriſt given to be a covenant of the poopie © here 
comfort to all who are convinced of enmity betwixtl 
God and them. Lo, here glad tidings! Chriſt is the 
covenant, given for this end, to make up the breach Ml 
which ſin hath made between God and them. He is 
already, long ago, deſigned and appointed for this end; Wi 


for him hath God given to be a covenant of the people, * 


He hath already done the work; he hath purchaſed and 
proclaimed peace to rebels, who will come and accept 
of it, Eph. ii. 16, 17. That he might reconcile us to Gad Fd 
by the croſs, having flnin the enmity thereby. Ana came and Wi 
preached 5 tg them that were afar «ff, and to them that 

He is now ready to receive within the bond Wl 


ceptance of his offer. Why then do you heſitate ? WW 


why ſtand you far of? what aileth you ? is there not 
here encouragement and ſupport for faith? is there not 


here encouragement againſt felt enmity, and wrath, Wl 
feared ? ag | $ 

5. Chriſt being given for à covenant of the feaple, 
ſhould be improven by us, to eſtabliſh our hearts in the 
faith of the weight, and the prevalency of Chriſt's un- 


dertaking for us. He is no u urper. He is a called, | 5 


and a choſen perivn, and therefore all that he doth in 
the work of our redemption; being according to the 
commandment he received of his Father, mutt prevail 
with him, who gave him for a covenant of the people, 
from whom he received his comnmſſion. | 

6. Is Chriſt given to be a ceverant of the people? 
Then learn the neccifity and obligation we are under of 
receiving God's gut. They who flight the goſpel _— 
. | ; 0 


* 


(- 15 


hriſt, beſides the neglect of the great ſalvation, brought 
o them, in that offer do flight a choſen officer, and a 


5 Perſon called and put into fo Sþ 1 by God, to 
by vel with you in the buſineſs of your ſalvation : How ? 
"BE! they eſcape rhe neglect ſo great a ſalvation © Heb. ii. 3. 


. To conclude this head, here again comfort to 


ere . : 
em who believe, ſrom Chriſt's being given ?9 be à co- 
* ant of the people, he hath an eternal call from the 
< {Wather to this great undertaking. He needs not much 


i treaty to be about the office whereunto he is called of 
Pod. If at any time you think he will refuſe your in- 


* Peaties, which he will not, yet he cannot ſhake off his 
' 5 7 i 
nd cher s calling him to this great undertaking. O what 


couragement to come to him, to covenant with God 
rough him, who can no more decline any thing that 
1 ay be ſor your good, than he can be unanſwerable to 
bi. Father's calling and appointment, or unfaithſul in 
+ s office, or in performing of the great truſt given to 
Wm, which is impoſhble ! 


cn : 
WW The SECOND GENERAL HEAD is, To ſhow 
Fe We what reſpects the Lord jeſus Chriſt is, and may be 


1 q p | 
77 54 f — Wa a 
. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called a covenant of the peo 


W ; but how can this be, ſince covenants are between 
Wo different parties, and Chriſt our mediator is but one 


Med, 4 cOVenants or the covenant. 


* Wrty : how can he be called a covenant ? 

> WL 42/:wer t. In reſpect that the abridging, and ſumming 

N ot the whole covenant is in Chriſt, in whoſe won- 
e 


ful mediatorf perſon, the two parties at enmity were 
ited. I will give thee for a covenant of the people; Mat 
le, << 1 will make a gift of thee to be to my people, the 

ſummary and compend of all the bleſſed tranſaction, 


and Covenant which I purpoſe with them.“ | 
| 2. It 


. 6 


60 


2. It imports the commitment of the whole buſineſs s 
which God propoſed to do with his people in the way Un 
d 

v 


of a covenant, unto Chriſt, to be managed by him : 'ox 
it imports, that Chriſt is all the covenant, All the co. 
venant is compriſed in Chriſt ; or God, by giving Chriſt, Nc 
doth give the covenant of the people with him. But more WW t) 


particularly; Chriſt is the covenant, and what {ollows, fe 
gives us comfortable views of Chriſt, with whom, in te 
the remembrance of his dying love, we are to ſeal a co. WF 7 
venant : and this day, in this ſolemn action before ue, 1 
we profeſs to be ſo employed. I fay, Chriit is the . . 
venant, „. 


1/, Originally and fundamentally. He is the origi- / 
nal and root upon which it is grounded. The cove- 
nant of grace took its riſe and being from Chriſt, Rev t 
xxi. 16. He te/lificth to the churches, that he is the root and Ma 
offspring of David, He is the ancient foundation ot Wi © 
that which was revtalcd of the covenant from the be- 
ginning of the world; therefore God revealing this co- Wi 
venant in paradiſe, preſently after the fall, bottomed it Nis 
upon Chriſt the ſeed of the woman, Gen. iii, 15. and re- 
vealing it to Abrabam, he grounded it upon Chriſt, 4- WW 
brabam's ſeed, in whom all the families of the earth f] 
be bleſſed, Gen. xii, 3. xvii. 1, 2. Chriſt is the eternal 
foundation of the covenant, upon whom it was bottom- 
ed in the eternal decrees of God : hence our calling 
and ſalvation are ſaid to be promiſed us, and given us in 
him, before the world began, Tit. i. 2. in hopes of eternal 
life, which God, who cannot lie, hath promiſed, before thi 
world began. 2 Tim. i. 3. Who hath ſaved us, and called 
2s with an holy calling, not according to our works, bit ac" i 
cording to his own purpoſe and grace which was given us in 
Chrift Feſus, before the world began. | 2 
2aly, Chriſt is the covenant primarily; and by pro- 
priety, as fire is hot for itſelf, and all things hot ſorit, __ 


1 
ry participation, becauſe with Chriſt was the covenant * 
17 made, as the chief party, and with believers, in ſubor- 
or W dination to him : with him it was made for himſelf; 
o. Vith us, it was only made for him; therefore it is his 
t, N covenant by propriety, and ours by participation, and 
| 


re theretore all the promiles are fulſilled firit in him, there- 

'S, fore it is his covenant, and all the acts of God's love 

in terminate firſt in him, and then deſcend down to us: 

o. WE 7/aiah lix. 21. This is my covenent with them, ſaith the 

s, Lord, my ſpirit which is upon thee, and my words which Z 
bave put in thy mouth, ſhall nat depart out of thy mouth, nor 
out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor cut of the mouth of thy ſeed'$ 
Led, hence/orth and forever. | | 
= 234, Chriſt is the covenant, eminently, becauſe he is 
the chief bleſſing of the covenant, there nat being fuch 
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another promiſe and gift in all the bundle of promiles, 
of contained in the covenant ; therefore he is ſpoken ot by 
e · WE way of eminency, as being the tranſcendent giſt of Gods 
o- Wand matchleſs effect of God's love, beſides which there 


Wis not another the like, John iii. 16. God ſo hved the 
- Nerd, that be gave his only begotten jun, that wWh9ſo believ- 
won bim, Jh2u'd not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
e is the pear! of great price, the moſt precious ſtone-. 
In all the jewel; all other things in the covenant, righ= 


n- teouſnels, life, pardon, peace, &c. are but he garniſh 
nz Wot his jewcl, Song v. 10. He is the chief among ten thous 
in nd. He is the moſt ſweet and precious being, in all 


[the cluſtct of promiſes, which grow together in the co- 


tha enant; Song i. 14. I belzwed is unto me, as a cluſter of 
led Mn phire 17 the vincyafds of En-gedi. He is the faireft and 


Wrights? lar. Rev. xxii. 16. The bright and morning flars 
leis the 1aireſt ſtone in all the building, none like unto 
him; he is the choſen of God, and precious; he is 
he faireſt tree in all the garden of God, like the tre: 
of lite in the midſt of Eden, Song ii. 3. As the apple tres 

„ among 
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ſons, 

4th, Chriſt is the wr rp virtually or equivalent- 
ly; he is the juſt value'of all the bargain ; he is of as 
much worth, as all that is promiſed and contracted to 
believers, in the covenant of grace; ſo that if the va- 
lue of it were aſked, how much it is worth, it could 
not be anſwered othdrevits than ſo: it is of as much 
value as Chriſt is: and when the promiſes are fulfilled 
to the utmoſt, they amount znot beyond the giving of 


vim, ta them gave he power to become the ſons of God ; even 
to them that believe on his 1 name. Col. iii, 11. Chri iſt i 7s al 
and in all. 

51% %, Chriſt is the very ſample and firſt pattern of 


thereby ; ; this we have in the union of the two nature; 
in Chriſt, the mediator's perſon. For, conſider, I pray, 


the great deſign of favour, rried on by the covenant 


the covenant ; his perſon was the ſampler, and original 
pattern of all the buſineſs; to wit, Fir/t, of God's inf. 


neſs, and union with man, Philip. ii. 6, 7. Mo being 

in the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal wii! 
God ; but made him ſelf f o re patation, and took upon hin 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of men. 


towards an union with God, Heb. ii. 16. For verily, be 
« fook net en him the nature of angels, but the jted of Abras 
ham ; for which cauſe he is not amel to call us his bre- 
- thren, « Thirdly, of the union and conjunction, which 1 
the reſult of God's condeſcenlion, and is our exaltation. 
Ss then, Chriſt is the covenaut, in this reſpect, as in hi 


\ 


among the trees of the vb; ſo is my beloved” among tht 


the 'covenant, and of the deſign of grace carried on] 


- Secondly, of the unſpeakable exaltation of our nature, 


Chriſt to believers, Jobm i. 12. To as many as receivd i 


2 4 e 


of grace, is an uni- Hof man with God, a reſtoring of 
man, to a ſtate of friendſhip with God, and in Chrit, 


— * 
1 4 
N 


nite condeſcenſion, and ſtooping ſo ww towards a near 


W for both parties, 
= upward to God 


(+19 Je, 
mediatoryperſon, we have the firſt ſampler of the uni- 
on and agreement of the parties covenanting. 

E, Chriſt is the covenant, comprehenſively, or 
ſummarily, and, as hath been noticed, 1s. the very com- 
pend and abridgment of the covenant. In his perſon, 
there is a ſum of the whole. Conſider this, how the par- 
ties, articles, mutual ſtipulations, promiſes, proper- 
ties, and bleſſings of the covenant, are all fome way a- 
bridged in Chritt, and fummed up in his mediatory per- 


| t ſon. And | 


1. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is all the parties of the co- 


venant of grace, or rather both the parties are compre - 
W hended in the mediator's perſon, He is both the parties, 


in the following reſpects; 1. Becauſe of the union of the 
divine and human nature, in his bleſſed perſon. He is 
God-man, and God manifeſt in the fleſh, i Tim. iii. 16. 


He came in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, Rom. viii. 3. He 


took upon him the nature ot fallen man, yer ſancti- 


W 1cd by the union with the divine nature. 2. Becauſe: 
W that/perſon who is the covenant, is upon both ſides of _ 
it: as being one with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
he ſ is on God's fide of the covenant ; and as being one 


with us, he is on our fide of the covenant. 3. He is 

not only on both ſides of the covenant, but he contracts 

Grin the telation of a party, both 

and downward to us. He waiteth ' 

and covenanteth for God with us ; and he treateth and 

covenanteth for us with God, which, upon the matter, 
1s to carry both parties in his perſon, 

2, The ſum of all the articles of the ' covenant, is in 

Chriſt, Conſider then what is the ſum of the articles; 


even this, J will be your God, and ye ſhall be my people ;; 


now tis is in Chriſt Jeſus, 1. In regard of the con- 

junction of relations in him towards God, owning his 

people, and his people owning him; he being the only 
* 2 perſon 
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( 20) 
perſon | in heaven or earth who is able to bear the rela, 
ion of God towards the people, or of the people to. 


wards God ; for he is Immanuel, Cod with us, Mat, i. 


23. Here is God and the people united, and owning 
one apother, and in ſome things he doth repreſent God 
to us as ours, and ſometimes he doth repreſent the peo- 
ple to God, as his. 2. In regard of cauſality ; for 
Chriſt is not the cauſe of God's love to the elect, or of 
God's electing love, but the effect thereof, as John iii, 
16. yet he is the cauſe of the effects and acts whereby 
it runneth forth to us. Chriſt is the bottom ot the re- 
lation that is betwixt God and his people; for by his 
taking a new covenant right unto God as his God and 
Father by covenant, he dil lay thę foundation of his be- 
ing our God by covenant, and of our being the people 
of God by coyenant, which had never been, were it not 
for Chriſt's new coyenant right. 3. In regard of 


conveyance, or of the way and manner in which we 


have acceſs to this privilege and covenant ſtate, to have 
God to be our God. God is our God in Chriſt ; and 
we are his people in and through Chriſt : and without 


an exiftence in Chriſt, and union to him, God is not 
ours, nor are we his, Ebb. i i. 12. For covenant relati- 
ons, as well as covenant bleflings come to us — 


Chriſt. We come to God in Chriſt, and God comet 
to us, and becometh ours in Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 19. Gd 
2vas in Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelf. . Heb. vii. 


25. He is able to ſuve to the utterme/t, all them that come 


zo Cod by him. 
Ihe ſum of the mutual ſtipulation in the cove- 


nant, 15 in Chriſt, who may be well called the whole 1 


ſtipulation, 1. Becauſe it is he who obtaineth the con- 
ſent of both parties, and receiveth their Ane n to that 
bleſfed tranſaction of friendſhip and union; the conſent 
of the one from everlaſting, and that ef the other when 
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we believg. 2. Becauſe the covenant was. given to 


him to be fulfille on both ſides by him. It was fulfils 2 


ted on God's ſide, for he was the perſon fent to perform 


all that God had promifed to his people: by him it 


was fulfilled on our part, for he was the perſon on whom 


| our help was laid. 3. Becauſe upon the matter, Chriſt 
| is the very thing which is ſtipulated upon both ſides. 
| Conſider that God ſtipulates to give us Chriſt, and that 


is the ſum for what he ſtipulates to give himſelf to us: 


again we reſtipulate to give Chriſt to God for all that 
W the covenant requires of us. 1 Cor, i. 30. Nil. iii ge 
Por this is the nature of the goſpel covenant, it craveth 
conditions ard duties of us, but filleth the hand with 
Cbriſt wherewith to pay the maſter's rent, and we do 
W anſwer all that is craved, with Chriſt, which maketh the | 
W caving gentler. : | 


* 
Li 


4. Chriſt is the covenant as he is the fum of the 


W promiſes and bleſſings of the covenant, which doth ap» 
fear, 1. From the firſt diſcovering of the covenant 
Ws which bad but one promiſe in it, and that was Chriſt. 


Gen. iii. 15. The ſeed of the woman, 2. From God's 


explication of the ſum of the promiſes and covenant, 
when it was more explicitly held forth to be Chiif 
giited to the people, Gen. xii. 3. And in thee ſhail all 


the families of the earth be bleſl, Iſaiah Iv. 3, 4. And 1 
will make an everlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure 
mercarcs of David. Behold, I have given him for a witneſs 


| zo the people. 3. Fhis appears from the Holy Ghoſts 


accounting Chriſt's coming to be the perjorming of the 
whole covenant and promiſes. Luke i. 69. 72, 73. Aud 


bath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of © 
his ſervant David. To perform the niercy promiſed to gur 


fathers, and to remember his holy covenant ; the cath which, 
he ſcuare unto our father Avraham, 3 
- . ; \ 


* *  &. Chit 


(a) 


5. Chriſt is the ſum of all the properties of the cove. 
Yant, not only becauſe whatſoever theſe properties ſpeak 


forth of the nature of that tranſaction, is to be found in 


Chnit ; but alſo and chicfly, becauſe Chriſt is the foun- 
dation of ali theſe propeities, as may appear by a ſhort 
account of the properties of the covenant, which are al 
compriſed in hriſt. As 

1/2. The freencfs of the covenant is compriſed in 
Chriſt : the covenant of grace is free; or Chriſt freely 
given to the people, is the ſum of the free Covenant z yea, 
it is in and for Chriſt, that the covenant is a free cove- 
nant: for the ſame righteouſneſs, life and covenant- 


bleſſings which are freely promiſed and offered to us, 


were purchaſed by Chriſt, and a ſatisfaction given to 
the juſtice of God for them; and becauſe he paid 2 
Price tor them, therefore they are free gifts to us. He 
made all covenant mercies free to us by covenant, | 


wt do not ſay that Chriſt was the cauſe of God's eternal 


tranſaction, which he purpoſed in bimſelt ; but, that be 
is the cauſe of theſe effects of covenant-graces which 
come freely to us for his ſake, who bought them with 
great price. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. For we are not redeemed 
with" corruptible things, ſuch as filver and geld; bu 
with the Precious 2400 67 Chriſt, as of a lamb, withad 
5 Llemiſb, and ty;theut ſpat. 

24/y, The everlaſtingneſs of 8 covenant, is. compri- 
fed in Chriſt ; ; the covenant is an everlaſting coveianh 
and he is the everlaſting God, and everlaſting media- 
tor, who was /et up from the beginning, or ever the eartl 
dba, Prov. vill, 23. Yea, it is in, and for, and through 
Chriſt, that the covenant of grace hath everlailingnels 
in it. If we look backward, it could not have been 
everlaſting, unleſs there had been- another everlaſting 
party for the everlaſting father to deal with; or, if we 
4 conlider the everlaſtingneſs of the covenant, by looking 
forward, 


( -23' 


Ke: forward, Chriſt is the foundation of that: and it is in, 
1. and for him, that the cavenant in this reſpect, Is CVET® 
in laſting. ſarah lix. 21. As for me, 4h15 15 my couenant 
"© with them, ſaith the Lord; my ſpirit that is upon thee, and 
* my words wh! < I have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart. 
ho out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out | 
in the mouth of thy ſeed*s ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from Pence 
ely | forth and for ever. £5 ed in 
ws ali, The order of the covenant is compriſed in 
iy Chtriſt. The covenant is a well ordered covenant, and 
ys the order of the whole covenant - tranſaction is ſummed 
= 2 up in Chriſt, in whom the parties meet together in this 
* order, God coming down to us in Chriſt, and we com- 
* ing up to God in Chriſt: yea all things, that are or- 
0 dered and diſpoſed concerning covenant grace and bleſ- 
fings, are ordered in him, and for him, and by him. 
The methods and ways of God's diſpenſing and order 
oy ing covenant bleflings, are in him, and through him, 
be as the channel and conveyance thereof, pb. i. 3. Bleſs 
ich | /ed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, whe ; 
oy E -ath bleſſed us wiih all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly h. _— 
„ Chris. — 
N 4thly, The ſtability of the covenant is compriſed in 
WM Crit. Chriſi is the fame, yeftzrday, to day, and for g 
a der more. Heb. xiii. 8. Yea, he is the very ſtability of 
a the covenant of grace: tor all the promiſes of God in 
ny him, are yea, and in him are Amen, to the glery of Godby 
1 vs, 2 Cor. i. 20. Becauſe Chriſt is in the covenant; a3 
rth a nail in a ſure place, and as a foundation and corner 
ugh ſtone, which cannot be removed; therefore, ſtability and 
is WY firmneſs is in the covenant, Iſaiabuxii. 23. Becauſe the 
— covenant made with him is ture, therefore the covenant 
8 


made with us is ſure, P/. Ixxxix. 33. 34 And becauſe 
Chriſt is given for a covenant to the people, therefore ita- 
bility is given to the covenant, as an eſſcutial property 


* 


thereof, p Sthly, The 


SS 
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SI, The perfection of the covenant of grace ;; 
compriſed in Chriſt It is a perfect covenant, and he 
is a perfect and compleat Chriſt, It is a perfect coye. 
nant, becauſe Chriſt is in it, in whom ye are compleat, 
Col. ii g, 10. In whom dwelleth perfect fulneſs, and 
all deſirable perfections. It Chriſt. had not been in it, 
perfection had not been in it; nor ſhould that covenant 
bren able to Perfect us for ever, but had left us as the 
covenant of works did, without help, without hope 
thereby. But becauſe God gave Chriſt for the coverlant 
of the people, therefore perfection is in it, and came tg 
us by it, 1 Cor i. 30. But of him are ye in Chrift Teſs, 
00 of God is made unte us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
fantitfication, and redemption 

thy, "The ſatisfactorineſs of the covenant of grace i 
comprited in © hriſt 3 it > a ſoul-ſatistying covenant, 
and he is a ſoul ſatisfying Chriſt. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. For 
this is all my jalvation, aud all my deſire. Pſ. Ixxili. 25, 
ham have I in heaven but thee © and there is none in all 
the earth whom I would deſire tejides thee. NY ca Chriſt is 
the ſoundation of that ſatisfaction which believers find by 
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him that the covenant is ſatisfying : if Chriſt were not 
in it, the believer ſhould never lay of it, 2515 z5 all my de- 
fire ; but becauſe he is in it, they ſay as F/. xvi. 6. The 
lines are fallen to me in picafant places; La, { have a good. 
415 4% heritage. | 
6. Chriſt is the covenant, as he is the ſum of all 
covenant blcfiings, They are all abridged in him, Col. 
mi. 117. He is all and in all. 1ſt, Eminently, becauſe he 
3s the chief bleffing of the covenant. He is the marrow 


thou knewejt the gift of God, and who it is that ſaith unte 
| thee, give me to drink, thou wouldeſt have aſred of bin, 
and he ſhould dv given thee living water, 14 ver. But 
| | | _ auhofoguer 


o 
, 


being within the covenant of grace. It is in and for: 


and fatneſs of the whole bargain, John iw. 10, 14. If 


a tea —_—  . aa4< 


1 1 
ibo ever drinteth of the water that I ſhall give him, fhalt 
never thirſt : but it Hall te in him, as a well of watery 
ſpringing up unto eternal life. 2diy, Comprehenſively, 
becauſe in him, as in a ſtotehouſe, all covenant bleſſings 
are ſtored and treaſured up, Col. i g. For in him dwels 
leth the fulneſs of the godhead hodily. John i: 14 b. The 
word was made fieſh and dwelt among us, and we bebeld 
his glory, the giory as of te only begotten of the father, Full 
bf grace aud truth e and of his tuineſs have we all recerved, 
and grace for grace. ly, Ultimately, becauſe he 13 that 
E covenant bleſfing for which the whole bargain is ſought 
W after; and all other things are but ſought for hint. 
athly, Virtually, becauſe where God giveth Chriſt, the. 
whole-covenant is reckoned to be performed... Laube i. 723 
To perform the mercy promiſed to our fathers, and th re- 
member his holy covenaut. 5thiy, Conſequentially; bes 
| cauſe all other covenant bleſhngs follow him; as acceſ- 
ſions do follow any other principal thing, Rom. viii. 32. 
He who ſpared net his own ſon, but gave him up 40 the 
death for us; ſpall le not with him alſo, freely give us all 
things? Pro. viii. 25. {For whoſoever finaeth me, frndeth | 
life, and fhail cbtain favour of the Lord. 

Some UE and LIPROVEMENT of this. 

1. Is Chrilt the covenant, yea all the covenant ? This 

ſpeaks ſad reproot to tuudiy forts of perſons. As | 

IJ, To thoſe who ſeek ſomething elſe, the ſtrength 
of whoſe purpoſes is laid upon ſomething inferior ta WM 
Chriſt ; wb» ſpend their money for that which it not bread, 
and their labour for that which ſatisfieth not. Iſaiah lv. 25 
Who compajs themſelves about with ſparks of their tn 
(funding 3 Jecking an happineſs where it is not to be found, 
2. Lo ſuch as ſeek and follow after ſomething mare 
than Chriſt, who is all the covenant. Alas, how many 
behave as if there were not a full bleſſing in Chriſt. 
Chriſt alone without other things in the world; cannot 
| Content 


a 
content them, tho beſides Chriſt, all things are vanity 
and a lie, Without Chriſt, whatever ye may enjoy, 
tho! it were the peculiar treaſure of kings and princes 
all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit, How vain is their 
purſuit who live without Chriſt, and are always ſaying, 
20 will ſhew us any good © f ä 

3. It ſpeaks fad reproof to thoſe who feel ſomethin 
leſs than Chriſt, whom life and ſalvation would ſatisfy; 
a created. heaven without Chriſt would anſwer their de- 
fires after happineſs. How many fit down ſatisfied with 
a ſhort preſent ſpiritual allowance, but ſeek not alln 
Chrift, with him, through him, and from him, like the 
diſciples, Mar ix. 5, b. who ſpoke of building taber- 
nacles in the mount, and forgat that their happinelglay 
in Chriſt himſelf, whatever ſhould be the degree "and 
manner of his manifeſting himſelf to them, Many de 
prive themſelves of the comfort to be had in covenant 
ing and ſealing times, becauſe they defire their comfort 
more from the frame of their hearts, than from Chriſt 
the covenant, a ſure foundation of comfort and hope, 
when all other comforts and deſirable things do fail. 

2. Is Chriſt the covenant ? then let this be improven 
for commending Chritt to you: and from this view df 
him as the covenant, learn 

1/t, To lee the neceſſity of receiving Chriſt, and of 
being in him, without which we can have no right to 
the covenant, nor to the ſeals of it, nor to any thing 
contained in the covenant. If it were poflible tor you 
to receive all that is in the gotpel-ofter, and not t) re- 
ceive Chriſt, all theſe things without him could not 
change your covenant ſtate, Bp“. ii. 12. If you conti- 
nue without Chrif?, you are ſtill without the covenant. 
They who are in covenant with God, are ſaid to be in 
Chri/t, Rom. viii. 1, Ee 138 
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nity 24h, Learn hence, the way how God's confederate 
19%, people ſhould come to God, and receive the ſeal of the 
ces, WW covenant. It is not enough that we come to God and 


their bring Chriſt with us, a third perſon; but we muſt alſo. 


ing, come to God, as being in Chriſt, as being one with him, 
John xv. 2. This is to come to God through Chriſt : 
bing WW Chriſt and you muſt be one myſtical perſon ; and then 
Sly; what acceſs the wonderful Immanuel hath to the Fa- 
de- ther, you ſhall have the ſame. 7 | 
vith Zaly, Be perſuaded, to take him who is given of God 
ln W for a covenant, Make Chriſt your own, and you make 
the WF all the bargain your own. We beſeech you to receive 
der- the gift, that draweth all the covenant along with it. 
| lay It may be concerning to you, to know when you re- 
and ceive Chriſt as the covenant ; for which, take the fol- 
de. lowing things for anſwer, As 1/}, When you receive. 
Nt the very bonds of tlie word, and that which doth moſt 
fort croſs your corruption. 2dly,, When you embrace and 
rift kiſs the promiſes; when you love them dearly, and 
Pe, welcome them kindly, for the good that is in them, 
and for the aſſurance of enjoying all through Chriſt, in 
en whom they are all yea and Amen, Zaly, When we find 


ſome thing ſweeter and better in the promiſe than ſalva- 

tion, even Chriſt himſelf. A temporary believer may 

of receive the word with joy, and the promiſes of it, But 

to how ? for the ſalvation that is ia the word. But the 

Ns believer finds ſomething; in the promiſes better than ſal- 

ou vation, even Chriſt, the chief among ten thouſand ; which i 

= made Peter ſay, as John vi. 68. Lord, to whom ſhall wg 

ot go but unto thee ? thou haſt the words of eternal life. 

ti 4thly, Since God giveth Chriſt for all the covenant, 

ut, be then perſuaded to take him for all, and to make uſe 

im of him for all. As x/, To tulfil all the promiſes of 

| the covenant to you, for us, 2 Cor. i. 20. In him th 

my 7), and in him they are Amen, 2dly, But alas! are 

5 | D 2 | * you 
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you ſaying, T cannot do what God in his covenant re. 
quireth'of me; I cannot get my heart engaged to ap- 
proach unto God: lock to Chriſt, as the covenant en- 
gage ta work that in you, which he requireth of you, 

e will enable you to believe; he will make you wil 
ling in the day of his power : he ſtands engaged for it. 
Jahn vi. 37. That all whom the Father bath given bin, 
Fail come unto him, He is bound by the covenant, of 
which you are this day to receive the ſeal, to periorm 
the duties in you, which the covenant requireth of you, 
He quill work in you, to wil and to do of his goed pleaſure, 
Phil. 2. 13. Coming to God through him, whom God 
hath given to be a covenant of the peaple, when you are 
weak in yourſelves, you ſhall become ſtrong, you ſhall 
be enabled to go all things, through Chriſi ſtrengthening 
— Phil. iv. 13. You are to ſeal a covenant this day; 


* 


ut 'arſt make ſure an intereſt in him, whom God hath 

* zver for the covenant, and then the ſeal ſhall nor be put 

 . toa blank. Make ſure an intereſt in Chriſt, and then 

| you ſhall be eſtabliched in him, and ſhall be ſealed with 
the earneſt of the ſpirit in your hearts. 2 Cor. i. 21, 22. 

He will ſhed abroad his love in your hearts, will cauſe you 
to feel the conſtraining power and influence thereot on 
your ſoul, and make you to remember his love more than 
WINe. 


The FIRST TABLE Service. 
The THIRD GENERAL HEAD, is to ſhew 


what is imported in Chrili's being given for a covenant 
of the people. 1/}, Chriſt's being a covenant of the peo- 
#/e importeth, that in our covenanting with God, Chriſt 
mult be upon our fide ; his name muſt be in our band, 
WE this is the way to covenant with God, with comfort 
LY aud hope, Alas ! we reap not the benefit of cove- 
19 = | nanting 


4 

e- nanting with God, becaufe we ſet not about the work 
p- W with God on our ſide. Many under the convictions of 
n- WH fin, do purpoſe and reſolve againſt it for the ſuture; 
bu. they vow and promiſe, and then they think all is well; 
ith but all the time they are not divorced from the law, as 
it, a covenant of works, and then when they break their 
in, reſolutions, they are afraid of God as Adam was, after 
of he had ſinned. No comfort nor covenant eſtabliſh- 


m ment can they have, that ſ-ek it in this ways: no com- 
pu. fort, it Chriſt ſtand not jointly with us in our covenant- 
re, ing with God. What can we do in remembeting 


od W Chriſt the covenant of the people, it we do not receive 
are him as gifted of God to the people, and give him back 
all again to God, for our part of the covenant. We are 
ng WW covenant breakers, and cannot covenant to be the 
y; Lord's, if Chritt be not our ſurety. Behold we bring 
ith you glad tidings of great joy, good news for broken ſin- 
put ners, who have made themſelves irreſponſible; who 
en cannot fulfill the covenant of works, nor anſwer the 
ith charge of the law themſelves ; Chriſt is cautioner and 
22. on your ſide, he hath undertaken the debt, and hath diſ- 
ou charged it; he hath borne all the wrath due to you, 
on hath fulfilled the law broken by you, and now there is 
"an nothing required of you covenant ways, but he is an- 
ſwerable for. Therefore you may ſay with a holy con- 
hlence, I have fworn and I will perform, becauſe my 
covenant ſurety and cautioner is law abiding, and hath 


| given a proof of his grace and confirmation ot his cove- 
ew nant love. 


ant | 

o- bo, in the night he was betrayed, took bread, &c. 

iſt | | X 

d, O! be now admiring the love which made Chriſt 
xt undertake tor you, and come under an act of cautionry, 


e. W for you; in putting his name in your bond, and Rand= 
91 5 ing 
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ing upon your fide, Behold how he loved you! read a 
demonſtration of his love, in- every thing he aQed az 
your covenant, - in every ſtate wherein he carried your 
(44 condition, in every act wherein he acted your part: in 
Bis being broken tor you; in his acting for you, and in 
Hy you. is it not ſtrange, that they who ſeek for proofs 
and demonſtrations of his love, ſhould neglect fo great 
a proof of it, that when we were bankrupts, and had no 
credit for covenanting with God, ſhould have ſuch a 
covenant party provided for us, by which our covenant 
ſtate may be repaired. O how ſweet mult the remem- 
brance of it be to a believing communicant ! that Chriſt 
is ſurety and cautioner for the people, and that his ſu- 
rety{hip reacheth unto the whole covenant, to, every | 
condition and command in it, to every promiſe in it, to 
fulfill them all, to pay all our debt, and to perform all 
our duty, to work all our work, and to undergo all our 
puniſhment, | N 


After ſupper he took the cub, &c, 


Is Chrift given 10 be @ covenant of the people, to be on 
either ſide of the covenant, as well as bound to accom- 
pliſh all that God hath promiſed them, hath ſaid he 
will do to them, and for them? Then, are you in 
Chriſt's debt beyond all reckoning that can be made df 
it. It ſhall be your work chro' eternity, to caſt up the 
ſum of the debt of grace you are under, / You ſhall ne- 
ver be able to requite him ;. you ſhall/thro? all eternity 
1 remain his debtors for his undertaking and engaging for 
1 you, for his paying that which he undertook; for his 
© diſcharging of our debt, and for his reporting his Fa- 
ther's diſcharge of it. You are in Chriſt's. debt, for 
- undertaking that for you unrequeſted ; that he did con- 
Ent ta put his name in your bond, and to ſubſcribe 3 
: | J ſatisfaction 


(- 7 = 
la B catisfattion to the violated law; you are in his debt for 
as paying fo great a ranſom, as 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. You are 
pur in his debt, for the fair acquittance and diſcharge, which 
in he hath obtained and received for you ; that now you 
ed 


in W have the Tup of the new teſtament. in your hand, ſhec 
ofs for the remiſſion of ſins. You are in his debt, for all 
eat that he hath wrought in you, from the time that he firſt 
no W bowed your will to believe, unto this day.; for every 
'F piece ot your obedience ; for all your fruit, for every 
ant duty performed by you, for all the influences of his ſpi- 
ms rit upon you. | * 
tit 1 Now you have been partaking of the ſeal of God's | 
lu- covenant, learn to deal with God in all things pertain- 
ey ing to his covenant; as having Chriſt engaged to ya, 
to and for you, whether you be in any doubtfulneſs about 
all the promiſes, or, in any difficulty and perplexity about 
our the duties of the covenant, till your dealings declare 


that you took to Chriſt ; and this gives you confidence 
and boldneſs, Tleb. iv. 16. In your dealings with God, 
that you need not flee, as aſhamed to be ſeen in God's 
preſence : do but preſent Chriſt in your place and room, 
on and he is ſatisficd. Now come to Chriſt as to a perſon 


m- already engaged for you, as unto one whoſe honour 
he W lieth at the itake, for a performance of all things, what» 
in ſoever are contained in the cavenant. In your WE. 

> of W with your duty, and with the law, which commandet 
the it, you ar? not wo flee the command, as the broken 


ne- debtor doth the tace cf the creditor, like them who are 
nity I not law abiding, But you are now through Chriſt on 
fol your ſide, and in covenant with you, to weleome every 
his command and charge of the law, s being in ſome near 
Fa- Capacity to ſpcak with it, and give it ſome fatistying | 
for MW anſwer. Heb. x. 19, 22. Having therefore, brethren, 
an: £94"12/5 to enter into the hatie/t, by. the biood of Jeſus 
(Lot us draw near with a true behrt and ful ajurance of 


Faith, 


that cannot be touched, but to, Jeſus the mediator of the 


. (2) 

faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſeiens, 
and our bodies waſhed with pure water, Heb: iv, 14, 46. 
Serung then that we have a great high prieſt, thats paſſed 
into the heavens Let us therefore come boldly unto the 


throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grad 
to help in time of necd. . | 


The SECOND FABLE fave: 


II. Chriſt's being given for a covenant of the pen, 
1mporteth, that he is one taken from among the people, 
Here the comfort of the work of the day, to remember 


the wonderful condeſcendency of the redeeming loye, 


4 /. Ixxxix. 19. That Gor hath laid our help upon Ou 
chat is mighty, and hath exalted One choſen out of the people 
The nature that had finned behoved to ſatisfy, tho' no 
ſatisfaction could have been given, if the redeemer had 
not been God as well as man. #/ithout controverſy 
great is the myſtery of godlineſs, God manije/ted in the flejh, 
x Tim. iii. 16. The Word was made fir, and dweit a- 
mong us, and we behcld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begerten of the Father, full of grace and truth, O we 
glory of Immanuel, God withus! Had he been only 
God, his awful and terrible Majeſiy had made us afraid; 
we could never have thoughts ol enjoying communion 
with the grgat and dreadiui God; had he been only 
man, we could have had no hope from the merits of his 
obedience and death, But our covenanted and obves 
nanting redeemer is the great God, and therefore 


mighty to ſave. He is God in our nature, who hath 
a feeling of our infirmities, therefore, we may come to 


him, and to God through him, with a. holy beldnels. 
— O how blefled is their ſtate who are within the 
bond of the covenant ; you are not come to the mountain 


new 
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new covenant : alas, ſay you, haw ſhall we have cove- 
nant with God ? you may with boldneſs approach to 
God with your ſervice. You may lay hold on his co- 
venant, and claim the bleſſings and privileges there- 
of; for God is come near to you, he deals with you, in 
your nature, to put between you and his anger, one in 
dur nature to ſpeak for you, when you cannot, dare 
not ſpeak for yourſelves; when you think on your guil- 
tineſs, that you deſerve nothing but wrath, behold 1% 
covenant of the people, procuring bleſſings for you, when 
you deſerved none; behold him making proviſion for | 
you, when you are needy ; ſupplying your wants, when . - 
you were poor and ſorrowful; making his ſalvation to 
lift you on high. , 


In that night. — he took bread, &c. 


Now is a fit time when remembring Chriſt, the cove= „ 
nant of the people, broken for you, to be meditating on 


** his appearings, acting and mediating in your nature, as 
il an unparaleled inſtance of condeſcending love; that 
K, the immortal God ſhould become mortal fleſh, The 
al breach between us and God could not be otherwiſe 
1 made up; a broken Chriſt, the repairing of the breach 
05 that ſin hath made between God and you, and through 
ah him, a Covenant of peace between God and you, is made 
* B02 O think of it, ye who have broken with God, and 
g 7: could never repair your breach; conſidef the honour | 
and advantage you have by a God in your nature; a | 
*. covenant eſtabliſhed through one in your nature; the 
- W 2orious communion which you now have with God 
75 m your nature, now the covenant is with one of the pec- 
es ple, who, at the ſame time, is the great God, Tit. ii. 
„3. He is both God and man in one perſon. He is God, 
1 mat he may deal effectually with God, for man; for 
; E | | who 
ew (! 
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who can have acceſs to deal with God, but a perſon 
who is God, to deal with an angry God: that he may ſ 
deal with man, for God, he _— be man, for man can. : 
not endure the voice and preſence of God immediate. ] 
ly ; man without a mediator cannot ſpeak; with God; W 
but lo ! here a choſen One, exalted out of the people, 
by whom we deal with God, and with confidence [ay 
hold on his covenant, 


O the diſtinguiſhing love that is here ! Chriſt in our 
nature, given to be @ covenant of the people, Rom. v. 8, 
God commendeth his love towards us, in that while Te were 
yet ſinners. Chrift died for us. And here the myſtery of 
amazing love, ſhining forth thro' Hm, who is the cove- 
nant of the people, that the great God will take on him 
our nature; that thro death he might deſtroy him wha Hal 

the power of death, that is, the devil, Heb. ii. 14. That 
he would become a man of ſorrows, and live as an ex- 
ample of ſufferings; and therefore, tho' without fin, 
he would take upon him our nature at the worſt; he 
would endure the croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame ; he would be 
made perfect thro" ſufferings ; he would be made under tax 
| law, and become a curſe for us, that the curſe of the law 
might not reach us, but be taken away from us. O let us 
admire and wonder at the love that made him thus con- 
deſcend ; let us raiſe up our hearts to thanktulneſs, that 
the covenant of the people, is God of the people, is God 
in our nature, by which we may be aflured of his rea- 
dineſs to receive us into his covenant, We may deal 

familiarly with him, as two near and dear friends 00 

with one another; he is now become our near kinſ- 

man. Let us take this mutation of our nature, by 4 

. perfonal union with the divine, as a pledge of 9 — 

filling 


1 
After ſupper, e cup, &Cc, | 
/ 
4 
{ 
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filling all other promiſes, Rom. viii. 32. Let us take bold. | 


neſs to come to God thro Cbriſt. The great courtier of 


heaven is of our kindred; take courage, and improve the 
fivour and friendſhip chat our brother hath in heaven. 
Let this encourage ſuch as are atraid to draw near to 
God, for union and reconciliation with him; he is 
willing to unite himſelf to thee, by virtue of his union 
with bur nature. When we find difficulties in draw- 


ing near to God, aud languiſh in the lite of our faith, 


Jet us learn to draw near to God, through the vat! of 
Chriſt's fleſn; For he is our peace, who hath made both 
6%, and bath broken down the middle wall of partition, be- 
tebeen Us through him we have acceſs by one ſpirit ta 


the Father. Eph, 11. 145 18. 


The THIRD TABLE Service. 


III. The Lord Jeſus being given for a covenant of the 
people, importeth, that there is now no diſtinction be- 
tween Jew or Gentile, bond or free: all nations and 
tongues may come and claim an intereſt in Chriſt. He 
hath taken on hhn a general relation to human nature; 
all men, ſinners, and the chief of ſinners, are called to 
believe on him, whatever their caſe and condition be: 
through Chriſt we have a new and better covenant ſtate 
wherein we ſtand, We owe our being in Chriſt, and 
in the covenant of grace, to Chriſt, who undertook for 


the people, and for the worſt of them, to bring about 


that bond of engagement between God and us. If 
Chriſt had not become the covenant of the people, this 
had never been done : poor people who are now ad- 
venturing upon the ſeal of the covenant, but are afraid 
ot going a whoring from him; think of this advantage 
you have by Chriſt's being a covenant of the people, that 

there can be no reverſing, repelling or annulling of this 
3 covenant 
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( 30.) 
covenant with you; and if it were not for that, a di- 
vorce ſhould follow upon the whorings and treacherous 
dealings of our hearts every day, P/. Ixxxix. 30, Es. 
If his children forſake my law, and walk not in my judg- 
ments; if they break my ſtatutes, and ſeep not my command. 
ments; then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, 
end ther iniguity with flripes ; nevertheleſs, my loving- 
kinaneſs will I not utterly take from” hin, nor ſuffer my 
faithfulneſs to fail. My covenant wiil-T not break, nor al- 
ter the word that is gone out of my lips. Jer. xxxii. 30, 
40. And I will give them one heart, and one way, that thy 
may ftar me for ever. And I will make an cf. “ 
venant with them, that I will noi turn away from them, 
to do them goed ; but I will put my fear in heir hearts, 
that they ſball not depart from me. I iis may give the 
people boldneſs in all diſtreſſes, © Jay theit weight upon 
him, who is given to be a coverant of the people; confi- 


dence to come to him, with the words of the prophet 


Tjaieh xxxviii. 4. O Lord, I am eppreſſed, undertake far 


ne. Our work now is, to remember him, whom God 
hath given to be a covenant of the people, It we be a- 
traid.of engaping to the duties of God's covenanted peo- 
ple, we are dealing with God in our own ſtrength ; but 
when in the ſtrength of our coverant of the people, what 
work is too hard for him? what difficulties can ſtand 
before him? O how doth it ſweeten the remembrance 


of him, that in the work of our redemption, he travails in 


the greatneſs of his ſtrengtb, is mighty to ſave, Iſaiah Ixili. I. 
In that night,—— he took bread, &c. 


Now the purpoſes of your hearts may be, ** I have 
ſinned and will not do ſo any more: I have broken 
% covenant, but henceforth I will abide no longer in 
& my breaches,” but tho' it be your duty to A to 
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keep covenant, with God, your ſtrongeſt purpoſes will 
not keep you ſtedfaſt in his covenant, Alas, you ſay, 
« what ſhall then become of us?“ Look to him who is 
the covenant of the people. The covenant ſtands faſt with 
this broken Chriſt, that the bargata may never be brok-- 
en, nor fly up between God and you. Lean to nothing 
ſor ſupport or relief, for comfort or hope, but to him 
who is the covenant of the people, Take not caution from 
vour own hearts, for any thing commanded you in the 
covenant that is now ſealing between God and you: 
neither your reſolutions, gifts nor graces, nor preſent 


2 


frame of your hearts, will make you hold it out: you 


muſt be ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt, looking 
ſtill to a broken Chriſt, that he would be ever mindful 


of his covenant, Pl. xi. 5. 


After ſupper, — the cup, &c. 


Now, it concerneth us all to know if Chriſt, the co- 
venart of the people, bath taken us within the bond of his 
covenant, of which we are now receiving the ſeal. 
Therefore, 1/2, If you be within the bond of the cove- 
nant of grace, or be comprehended in his teſtament, 
you can remember the time, when you were aliens from 
the commonwealth of Tjrael, and flrangers from the cove- 
nants of promiſe, Eph. ii. 12. ah, He hath ated the 
covenant upon your hearts, according as it is foretold, 
that he will fulfill it eſtectually in his people, he now 
fulſills the promiſes to you, in putting his law in your 
inward parts, in writing it in your hearts, he becomes 
your God, and makes you his people, Jer, xxxii. 33. 
3aly, He hath taken your name out of the law write and 
curſe, and hath put it in the goſpel write, and made 
you ſeek redemption in his blood, and forgiveneſs of fin, ac- 
carding to the riches of his grace, Eph. i, 7. 4thly, He 


hath 


o 


— 
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hath made you go out of yourſelves, and find in your 1 
heart to engage him for you, and to lay the weight of 
your eternal intereſt upon him, Phil. iti. 8. 5thly, When 
any duty or temptation is above our reach ; when any 
trouble or difficulty is too ſtrong for us, we then come 
to Chriſt, as unto one who is engaged with us, and fer 
us ; and this gives encouragement under all the difficul. 
ties that may be between us and the end of our journey, 
2 Cor. iii. 5. Not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves, but 
our ſufficiency is of God ; therelore we proceed, commit. 
Wy ting our way to. the Lord, truſting alio in him, that { 
EY turd perfect that.which concerns us, We are to believe in 
| him, that he will keep us from temptation, and keep us 
in che hour of temptation ; hat our faith fail not, Luke 
XX1t. 32. and that when we are tempted, we ſhall eſcape 
and be delivered thereirom : and eſpecially, he hath a | 
concern tor them, who in times of degeneracy and de- | 
caying, ſtrive to /and faft in the faith, and to keep the | 
word of his patience, cv. ili. 10, 1 will keep thee from tie | 
hour of temptation, which ſhall come upon all the warld, 10 
try them who dwell on the earth, 


The FOURTH TABLE Service. 

IV. I now proceed to make, beſides what hath been 
done, upon every patticular head, a general APPLI- 
CATION OF THE WHOLE, | 

1. This doctrine is to be improven for trial whether 
you be in Chriſt in the covenant of grace, or have tak- 
en hold of him whom God hath given for a covenant of 
the people if you have no right to Chriſt, then, none to 
the covenant. Try by this; 1/7, By your divorcement 
from idols, and all other lovers. An intereſt in Chriſt, 

be covenant of the people, breaks all former engagements, 
Hg whether to luſts or creàtures, Gal, v. 24. They that art 
118 i 
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Chris, have crucified the fleſh, with the affeftions and 
Iujts, Pf. xlv. 10, IT. Fearken O daughter, and conft- 
der, and incline thine ear; forget alſo thine own people and 
thy father's houſe. So {hall the king greatly defire thy beaue 
ty. 2. Try it by your conſenting to the mutual tie 
wich the covenant bringeth with it; for it doth not 
only hold forth what Chrift will be to you, but what ye 
will be to him. It obliges you to be the Lord's, as 
well as to make him yours. Hep. iii. 3. Thou fhalt not 
be for another man, fo will I be for thee, Youcanſent as 
willingly to be Chriſt's, as to have him made yours, 
3. Try it by your ſubjection and ſubmiſſion unto Chriſt ; 
as unto your head, huſband, Jord and king, There 
muſt be a thorough cloſure with Chriſt, in all his offi- 
ces, and in every part of each of his offices. 4. Try it 
by your ſatisfaction with, and application of, the whole 
bargain, without alteration of any clauſe of it, not di- 
viding the promiſes of the covenant from the commands 
of it, nor refuſing or neglecting any thing that he hath 
put into the bargain, Pſ. Ixxiii. 25. ham have I in 
heaven but thee © and beſides thee, there is none in all ibe 
earth whim I deſire, The covenant beareth all your ſal- 
vation in it, and all your deſire, if to it, 2 Sam. xxii. 45» 


In that nigbt,- he took bread, &c. 


— 


5. Try your intereſt in the covenant of the people, by 
your ſuperlative valuing of Chriſt ; the weakeſt faith 


which is true, doth value Chriſt above all, 1 Pet. ii. 7. | 


To you that believe, he ts predous. Prov. iii. 1 f. Ne is 
more precious than rubies ; and all the things that thou 
canſt defire, are not to be compared with him. O, ſay 
* you, that we knew if we had this ſuperlative value 
* for him !” Then 1/, Chriſt alone, without all o- 
ther comtorts, is looked upon as enough, P/ Ixxiii. 25. 

| Whom 
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Whom have I? &c. You will reckon yourſelves etet- 


nally made up in him, and will bleſs yourſelves in him, 


Lam. iii. 24. The Lord is my partion, faith my foul, there. 


fore will I hope in him. 2d!y, When you value Chriſt, 
out of love, and not out of neceſſity, P/, cxvi. 1. I love 
the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my voice and my ſupplica- 
tion. 3dly, When the excellencies of Chriſt do affect 
the heart to ſeek him, and the defire of our ſouls to be 15 
him, and to the remmbrance of bis name. 4thly, When 
we are not eaſily offended at him. There is not any 
thing more eaſily argueth a low eſtecm of Chriſt, than 
a readineſs to be cafily ſtumbled at him, or at any 
thing in his way with us ; and on the other hand, not 
any thing argueth a higher eſteem of him, © let him do 

& what he will, yet will I go after him, let me meet 
te with what ſtumbleth others; yet, through his grace 
&« will | rr on my way.” Though he ſlay me, yet will 
I truſt in him, Job xili. 15. 


Aſter pet. be cup, &c. 


6. Try your intereſt in the covenant of which now 
you are receiving the ſeal, by a truſt in, and dependance 
upon, a covenant ſealed with Chriſt's blood. You will 
meet with many doubts that will ariſe in your hearts 
concerning your covenant intereſt, you will meet with 
many temptations and diſeouragements; but under all 
theſe you will take courage under the ſprinkling of the 
blood of the covenant, which the Lord maketh with 
you this day. If there be any doubt with you about 
the performance of the promiſe, the covenant of the people 
aſſures a performance of all theſe things which are ſpo- 

ken by the Lord. Zuke i. 45. It there be any doubt be- 
cauſe of ſomething too hard for you required in the co- 
venant, you ſhalt be enabled to do all thro? Chriſt 
8 | firengthenng 
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fir engthening you, Phil. iv. 13 Tf you fear your ſtand- 
ing. Chr iſt prays for you, that your faith fail nat, Luke 
xxii. 32. If you ſear your backſlidings, your decaying | 
and withering in grace, you fee him engaged for influ- 
ences to you. Iſaiah xliv. 3, 4. To pour water en him 
that 1 is thirſty, and floods on. the dry ground : he will pour | 
bis. ſpirit upon youu, and make you ſpring np at among the 
grass, as willgws by the water-courſes. If your ſtrength 
fail and decay, he bill make you tb renew your: ftrength; 
Is. xl. 3. If your legs fail, and thro* weakneſs decay, 
Lala A. 11, FE will feed his flack lige a. Hhepberd, 

he Wil gather the lambs toith his arm, he will carry them 1 
in his bo on, ond gently lead thoſe that are with young. 
He giveth power to the faint ; and to them that haue no 
miobt, be increaſeth ſtrength, If you want a ranfom to 
preſent to offended jultice, behold the blood of the co- 

* nan which the Lord now maketh with you. 

. If you be intereſted in Chriſt, the covenant of the 
prop e, then your duty to your covenanted Lord which 
others reckon a burden, you accqunt a priviledge ; Bi, 
commandments will not be grievans te you, for the lebe of. 
Cbriſ will canſtrain you, 2 Cor. v. 14. 

8. It you be intereſted in Chriſt, you will have equal 
deſires Ater holineſs and heaven, after conformity to 
Chriſt, as communion with him: your endeavours will 
be as vigorous after ſanctification, as ſalvation: 2 Cor. 
vii, 1. Having therefore theſe pr omiſes, dearly beloved let 
ag cleauſe ourſelves from all filtbineſs of the fleſh and jpurity 
. ing halineſ5 in the. fear of God, Vea, othly, You 
will be humbled and provoked to holineſs by Four 
knowledge of your being in Chriſt. You reflect ù on 
the greatneſs of the priviledge, with humbling admirati- 
on, Jim l. 11, 14. And how humbly doth Davin de- 
dicate himſelf to the Lord, when reflecting upon what 
he had done for him, 1 cxvi. 10. O Lord I ain thy © 
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ſervant, truly I am thy ſervant, the ſon of thine handmaid; 
thou haſt looſed my bonds. 17. I will offer to thee, the ſq. 

 erifice of thankſgiving, and will cal! upon the name of thy 
Lord, 18. I will pay my vows unto the Lord, in the pre. 
fence of all his People. 0 


The FI FTH TABLE Service. 
2. Is Chriſt given for a covenant of the people? Let 


dus be improven for diſcovering how far we fall ſhort 
in practical giving to Chriſt his own place in the coye- 
nant. There be very few of thoſe who dare not know- 


in the covenant. O communicants ! conſider this mat- 
ter ſeriouſly. 1/7, That the Lord who now allows you 
the honour of ſealing a covenant with- himſelf, is the 
root and original of the covenant ; have you acknow- 
ledged him as ſuch ? Have your ſoul tranſactions with 
God been grounded upon Chriſt's tranſaQions with 
him? Or have you not in point of ſoul covenanting 
with God, dealt as if the covenant had it's firſt riſe then, 
_— when it firſt entered into your hearts? Conſider, I pray, 
_ where you have pitched the original, riſe, and founda- 
[ tion of that bleſſed tranſaction. 24ly, Chriſt is the prin- 
cipal party with whom the covenant was made. Do ye 
always give that place to Chriſt ? Do ye put him fore- 
moſt ? Or, do you not rather drudge him after you! 
J fear we deal in covenanting with God, as if we were 
the principal party covenanting, in matters of goſpel 
promiſes : as if we were the principal creditor to whom 
a performance of theſe things were due ; and in matter 
of goſpel commands; as if we were the principal debtors 
from whom a performance of duty were to be expected. 
Zaly; Chriſt is the chief bleſſing of the covenant. Have 
you ſought him as ſuch ? or hath any other blefling 10 
c 


o 


ingly flight Chriſt, who do yer give him his own room 
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the covenant had his room in your heart ? Have you 


| ſought life and ſalvation in the promiſes, as the chief 


blefling contained in them? or have you ſeen ſome- 
thing in the promiſes, better and more deſirable than 
theſe, even Chriſt, who is in every promiſe, and is the 
bleſſing in the promiſe ? In this way you will be in 
condition to remember Chriſt's dying love. Who 


In that night,—took bread, &c. 


So that 4. Chriſt zhe covenant of the people, whoſe bo- 
dy was broken for you, is valuable above all things elſe 
contained in the covenant, He is the full price of the 
whole bargain z have you put, or are you putting this 
value upon him? Have you made him your all, your 
treaſure for which you treated in this bargain ? 
5tbly, Chriſt is the ſampler and firſt copy of the coves 
nant. Are you now conſidering how the peace and u- 
nion was firſt made in his perſon ? Have you followed 
that bleſſed copy, to have this your covenant with God 
tne divine nature coming down to you, and you brought 
up to meet with God and Chriſt, and with him and in 
him, to have the myſtical union, Gry. Chriſt is the 
ſum of the covenant. Have you ſtudied this compend 
well? Do you reduce all che covenant to Chriit ? Do 
you find it all in him? Do you deſixe all the bleſſings 
oi the covenant trom him? Do you in all your cove- 
nant tranſactions ſeek his glory? Do you ſeek to make 
ali your covenantings with him? to praiſe him as the, 
lams that was flatn, wha is worthy to receive power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honaur, and glory 
and bleſfing ? Rev, v. 12. 
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Aſter ſupper, 
Is Chriſt giver for a covenant of the 9cople Then 


behold a comfortable view of Chriſt in his covenanting 
with you, and in your receiving the ſea] of the covenant, 
If we ook upen the covenant aright, there is no part of 
it but we may behold Chriſt engraven upon it: he is 
the precious jubject matter of the whole, and of ever 

part of the covenant, whether they be, ½, Things co- 
venanted by God to us, Chriſt is graven upon every 
promiſe, blefling and priviledge of the covenant, The 
righteouſneſs and life to which we are reſtored, are the 
righteouſneſs and life of Chriſt, he is the Lord our rig b- 
zeonmeſe, Jer. xxiii. 6. Col. iii. 2. 3. Set your affettiou 
on things above, and not on things on the earth, For ye are 
dead, and yeur lie is hid with Chr i/t in God. "The ſon- 
ip, the ſpirit, the grace, che title to God, they are 
our partnerſhip of Chriſt's ſonſhip, his ſpirit, his grace, 
his covenant intereſt in God, Rom. viii. 17. Tf children, 
then heirs, Þ eirs of God, and jnint-heirs 5 Chr . Gal. 


the cup, &c. 
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pulat ed by us as duties incumbent on God's covenanted 
People, Chriſt! is engraven on theſe. The faith, accep- 
ting covenant grace and bleflings, is the faith of the Son 
O! God, Gal. ii. 20. The holineſs and worthy walk- 
ing whereunto we are called, is that ſame thing where - 
unto we are choſen and called in Chriſt Jeſus, 270. 
Il. 10. | 
Therefore, 4%, Chriſt being the cavenaut f tha peo- 
ple, and being graven on every promile and bleiling 
thercof, may be improven for comtorting your hearts, 
and quieting your minds when diſquietec becauſe you 


do not reap the fruit of covenant promiſes, and that 
goſpel- 


iv. 6. Ye receive the ſpirit of the Son into your hearts, cry- 
ing Abba Father. 2dly, Whether they be things reſti-, 


I 


al 
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coſpel- commands do not find that obedience with you 
Sc is due to them; this is your affliction, and makes 
you walk heavily : for; 1/7, Becauſe what obedience” 
the goſpel hath not yet had in you it ſhall have, ſince 
the covenant of the people is engaged. Pſ. exxxviii. 8. 
Fo Perfect that wyich concerns you. And that he will not 
Grizke the work of his hands. 24!y, What the law 
and goſpel cannot find in you, they ſhalt have it in- 
him, Rom. x. 4. For Chrift is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, Jdiy, Chriſt hath. 
alteay ſatished tor your diſobedience, Heb. ix. 15. 
For this cauſe he is the mediator of the new teflament, that 
bf means of de -ath they who are called may receive the pro- 
miſe of the eternal inheritance. * Ls 

57% Is Chriſt given for a covenant of the people # 
Learn to put nothing in Cariſt's room and place, as 
your covenant. Surely not your gifts and graces, as if 
theſe would make you torth-coming in duty: not your 
purpoſes and reſolutions, for theſe will not do it; not a- 
ny preſent warmneſs of your frame. Remember, that it is 9 
the covenant of the people who maketh your hearts ſoft ; 
you muſt therefore daily be deriving life and influence. 
from him, going up from the wilderneſs leaning upon him, 
Song viii. 5. Becauſe he lives, you ſhall live alſo, John 
xiv. i9. And as you hve veal him and continue 


Jeaning upon him, you ſhall not die, but live, and declare 
the works F God, Pl. cxviii. 17. : 


Ihe t of the foregoing Sulject follows, was ts FED been 
delivered ; a the Tables, and on Monday, the Day F - 


* Darksgi ding 


C, Is Chriſt given 2 a covenant of the people ©. 
How miſerable is their caſe, whole agreement with hell 
and death is not yer broken ? Who are aliens from the 
common 


\ _— my 
2 — 
= — — — 


. —˙· - 


7 
* 9 ö 
44 
. £ 
1 | 
- * . 4 
s : 11 
27 F # N 
4 
+ b . 
® 
191993 
ns . 
th 
ws 
19 
4 * U 
11 i ; 
} 
15 
| 
0 
"4 
* 


— — n 


- = CY = _ - — — —— — 
- 4 = > - 
: _ U po 8 — 
K OD), ens :— !:!) —85˖— 
, 7 
= ** — 
- 


fick. If people ſaw their need of him, they would im- 
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| (46 ) 
cammon-wealth of Iſrael, and flrangers to the cavenant of 
promiſe ? Who are without God and without Chriſt, and 
e without hope in the world, Eph. ii. 12. This is the 
condition of all mankind by nature; they come not to 
Chriſt ; they lay not hold on him whom God hath gi- 
ven Cc. becauſe they ſee not their need of him, Matth. 
IX. 12. The whole need not a phyſician but they that ar 


prove every occaſion of his coming their way, like the 
blind men who fat by the way fide, when, Math. xx, 
29. They heard that Feſus paſſed by. Will they pretend 
to praiſe Chriſt he covenant of the people, who neglect 
the opportunities and ſeaſons of the Lord's grace, whg 
when called to the marriage of the King's Son, one 
hath his farm, another his merchandiſe to.mind, he has not 


time to conſider the apoſtle and high prieſt of his profeſ- 5 
ſion; the world and the enjoy ments of it do marr his 
concern, that he cannot comtort himſelf with the : 
thoughts of the covenant of the people being his God, and 67 
therefore communion aud covenanting occaſions are ei- I . 
ther quite neglected by him, or are ſlightly and formal- I 4. 
ly gone about, tho“ they come before Gad as his people di, 5 
and ſhow much outward regard, yet their hearts go after yo 


their covetouſneſs, Ezek. xxxiii. 31. They know the 
Lord's words, but they do them not. Will it be pre- pe 
tended that they have a cordial regard for Chriſt, who I © 
ſhun being found in the galleries where he walks, or in 
the uſe of theſe ordinances in which he manifeſts him- I 
ſelf and his covenant to the people? Or will they pre- 
tend to have received Chriſt as given for a covenant of Wl |; 
the people, who are not fond of every occaſion of his W ( 
ſea'ing and confirming the covenant with them, and of ol 
giving them freſh tokens of covenant grace, me cy and I 4 
love: when you ſaw your loit eſtate without Chriſt, Tin 
how precious was an offered Saviour to you then G 1 pl 
- © C0 


Al 
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of B Chriſt loſt his worth and value, that you do not deſire 
him and the bleſſings of his covenant to be forth-com- 
de ing to you? That cannot be the caſe ;\but ye have 
te not an abiding ſenſe of his glory and the need you have 
of him, or elſe you would prize every opportunity of 
communion with him_: yea, nothing but him,- and 
more of the knowledge of him, would ſatisfy you at e- 
very communion, of which if you have miſſed, inquire - 
narrowly into the cauſe. If you are not believers in 
„ Chiiff, you how net God, nor obey the goſpel of Chriſt : 
you cannot walk with him until you be agreed. Be there- 
fore concerned that you may be reconciled to God by 
ge death of his Son; then ſhall all the rich treaſures of 
his grace and mercy be opened unto you. Tho? you 

; have finned in preſuming to lay hold on the ſeal of his 

" © covenant, there is no help for you, but to plead his co- 
ge venant.- mercy and grace, that you may be forgiven, Eph, 

F i. 7. Redemption in Chriſt s-blood, and the forgtveneſs of 
t fin, according to the riches of his grace. If you be ſuch as. 
| have ſeen your need of Chriſt, and would fain have had 
ml at this communion, renewed manifeſtations of his coves 
> ÞÞ nant love; but complain that theſe have been denied 
you, and you are the ſame dead, barren, and liteleſs 


be creatures as you were. Beware, leſt your deſire has 
« been more after ſome livelineſs of frame, than after 
Christ himſelf, who is all the covenant ; more for ſome 
u good from him, than that you may be enabled to do 
- ſome good for him, that he may be glorified in you and 


by you. Perhaps you have been ſeeking more an en- 
of larged frame, or the ſenſible ſweetneſs of it, than that 
c Chriſt the covenant of the people may be magnified and 
4 glorified in you and by you; therefore that he may be 
| all your ſalvation and all your deſire : inſtead of reireſh»- 
n ſpiritual allowances, you are born down with heart 
t egues and ſpiritual diſtreſſes, that you may ſee there is 

Rs no 


8 

no help for you but in him whom God hath given to 
be a-cavenant of the people, à light to lighten the Gentile, 
and the glory of the 4ſract of God : to bring the priſoners 
out of the priſen, and them that ſit in darkneſs, out of the 
priſon-houje. | | | | 
7. Is Chriſt given for. a covenant of the people? then 
here comiort and encouragement to believing commu- 
nicants. As 1/7, Comfort yourſelves in the bargain you 
have made: Chriſt is in the covenant, and is given asg 
covenant of the people, and therefore all thall be well, ſure 


of others in worldly enjoymeuts. Chriſt is given you 
for a covenant, but not unto them. O wonder at it, and 
be comforted. with him who ſaid, How is it that thou 
wilt manifejt thyſe!f unto us, and not unto the world © You 
can own Chriſt, and claim him as yours, in covenant 
with you; they cannot. 2diy, Comfort yourſelves as 
gainſt alt ſnarcs, dangers, temptations and ſtorms that 
can blow againſt you in your way to heaven. Chriſt is 
in the covenant, and that ſhall be your ſafety, as the 
diſciples were ſaſe at ſea againſt the greateſt tempeſts, 
becauſe Chriſt was in the ſhip with them, Matth. vill, 
13. Conſider that he is embarked with you, and will 


er is he who is in you than be wha is in the world. 
34ly, Comfort yourſelves againſt all your wants aud 
weakneſſes, and all your miſeries of your preſent con- 
dition, Chriſt is in the covenant, and tho' you be fooliſh, 
he is wiſe, 1 Cor; i. 30. Of bim are ye in Cbriſt Feſus, 
who 15 made of God unto us, wiſdom and rightcougneſs, and, 
fantiification, and redemption, Though you be weak, he 
is ſtrong, Pſal. Ixxxix. 19. I have laid help upon one 
that is mighty. Tho' you be faithleſs, yet he is faithful; 
tho you be nothing, yet Chriſt is all, Col iii. 11. por 
r : . ; oeY 


and firm; Comtort yourſelves againſt your being ſhon 


bring you ſafe to land, 1 John iv. 4. Ye are of C 


little children, and have overcome them, becauje greats ' 


8 
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vcr is Wanting in you, is abounding in him; and if you 


abuſe not the grace of God, by turning it into wanten- 


eſs 3 it is all one, if it is betwixt you. It is as good and 
much better to be in him than in you; for if he begiv- 
en into you, all comes with him who it made of God un- 
to you, wiſdom righteouſneſs, ſantiification and redemption. 
2, Let believers in Chriit who have received him who 
was given fot a covenant of the people, take courage and 
boldneſs God-ward, in all you have to do with him. 
For, 1½, Having received Chriſt for a covenant of the 
people, you may pray and deal confidently with God, as 
tho' Chriſt did beſeech God by you. 2&ly, You have 
rotten Chriſt, and nothing ſhall be denied you, Roms 
vii. 32. He who ſpared net. his own Son, but delivered 
him up fer us all, how fhall he not with him freely give us 
all things ? > 3dly, You have received more than you 
know of ; even him who ſays, I am the way, the truth 
ord the life, You have all the covenant, if you have 
Chriſt. 4½%%, You have received more than you want 
a greater thing than Fer you ſhalt be capable to need 
or want hereafter : for how great ſoever your wants be, 
you cannot conceive them to be ſo great, as Chriſt wha 
is given you, Phil, iv. 19. My God ſhall ſupply ail your 
necd actor ding to his riches in glory by Chriſi Jeſus. 2 Cor. 
x. 8. And is able to make all grace abound towards you 3 
that ye always having all ſufficiency in all things, may abound 
in every. good w tl £ 

8. Is Chriſt given for @ covenant »f the people? then 
here comfort and ſupport for faith, reaching to all the 
ev ls wherewith believers in Chriſt may be afflicted, 
As 1. It may comfort them againſt the daily infirmities 
wherewith they ate encompatted ; theſe ſhall not make 
a breach between God and you; whereas Chriſt the 
covenant of the people, prevents that, 1 John ii. 1. And 


if ary man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, ten 


8 Cbriſt 


„ 


Chrift the rightzous. 2. Againſt the many challenges, te 
whether of an accuſing conſcience, or of the great accu- 1 
ſer of the brethren. Rom. viii. 33, 34. Ibo ſhall lay a. 
ny thing to the charge of God's elect? Cc. 3. Againſt the a 


more foul and groſs ſtumblings of believers, Luke xxii, . 
32. The covenant of the people prays for them, that their 
faith fail net. 4. Againſt the fear of their falling away 
from the bleſſed covenant ſtate, with which fear, beliey. ! 
ers have been often toſſed, P/. li. 11. Ca/t me not away 


from thy preſence, nor take thy holy ſpirit from tie. Pl, xi. be 
15. Hold up my goingsin thy paths, that my foolſteps ſlip mt, 5 


It is by Chriſt the covenant of the people, that we have e- 
ſtabliſhment in grace. Rom. v. 10. For if when we were 9 
enemies, we were reconciled by the death of bis Son, much . 
more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by bis life. 5. A- . 
ainſt the manifold afflictions wherewith believers are 
toſſed here. The covenant of the people was himlelf, 
ſometimes an afflicted man, went through much ſuf- 
fering, and had the feeling of theſe, Iſaiab liii. 3. 7. 4 jon 
man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief He was ob- 
preſſed, «nd he was affhicied, C. Againſt the many temp- 
tations of all kinds, which occaſion much heavinels in th 
. . "dt; ; l 0 
believers, who often are in heavineſs thro' much temp- oft 
tation, 1 Pet. i. 6, The covenant of the people had the 
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experience of all ſorts of temptations, and now ſympa- is 
thizeth with his people in like condition. Hob. ii. 17, W 


18. For in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, le C} 
is able to ſuccour them that are tempted. Heb, iv. 15, Fer Ng 
toe have not a high prieſt which cannot be touched with 6 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted lit 
as we are, yet without fm. 7. Againſt the empty and — 
needy condition unto which believers are ſubject, thro 1 
the manifold wants with which they are daily preſſed: - 
we have confidence thro* Chriſt the covenant of the peo" N ce 

ple, to come ſpeed in every petition that is Copter P 
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to God, and profitable to us. John xiv. 13. I hat ſoe- 
ver je. ſhall aſk in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Sen. 1 John v. 14, 15. And this 
is the confidence that we have in him, that if we aſk any 
thing according to his will, he heareth us; and if we know 
that he heareth us, whatſoever tue aſt, we know that we 
have the petitions that we deſired of him. 8. Againſt the 
fear of death, which is terrible to nature, ohn xi. 25. 
Jeſus ſaith, I am the reſurrefion and the life, he that be- 
lirueth on me, th he were dead, yet ſhall he live. John 
xvii, 2. As thou haſt given him power over all fleſh, that 
he ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou hat given him. 
9. Againſt the ſecond appearing of Chrift, which ſome - 
tines without cauſe is terrible to believers, and the laſt 
judgment that ſhall be given concerning their everlaſt- 
ing intereſts. Chriſt the covenant of the people, and on 
whom you have laid hold as all your covenant hope, 
will fit as judge. He will keep you from falling, and pre- 
ſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory with eæ- 
ceeding joy, Jude il. 4. 4. | 

9. Is Chriſt given for a covenant F the people? Then 
learn to know the need of our intereſt in Chriſt, and 
the need that all have of improving this covenant inter- 
eſt, As ½, Let natural men be convinced of this, if 
you have none to deal for you, you muſt ſtand or fall 
by your own righteouſneſs ; without Chriſt you muſt 
do for yourſelves, or be undone : by no covenant but 
Chriſt, the 5over:ant of the people, can the guilty. creature 
ſtand, or deal with God. 24dly, Let believers be con- 
viaced of this. It is not natural men only who need 
Chriſt to make their peace and to change their cove- 
nant ſtate, but you alſo who have believed and receiv- 
ed Chriſt as given for a covenant of the people, and at the 
Lord's table have been renewing your choice and ac- 
Ceptance of him: you need him, 1½, At all times be- 
| 2 fore 
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fore and after juſtification, Rom. v. 6, 10. For when 1 
were yet without flrength, in due time Chriſt died for the 


ungodly, For if when 1be were enemies, we Were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more being reconciled, 
ze ſhall le ſaved by bis life, You need him to make 
your peace z you need him ſtill, till you be in over the 


,threſhold of glory. 24%, You need him to all intents 


and purpoſes, as well relating to your covenant ſtate as 
to your duties; not only for your perſons to make your 
peace, but alſo for your performances to procure th 


acceptance, Rom. iii. 4. Being juſtified by his gra, 


through the redemption that is in Chriſt 8355 Zaly, You 
need him in all things pertaining to God. Whatever 
you have to do, it it be a thing that relates to God, 
Heb. ii. 17. He is a merciful and faithful high prieft in 


things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the fins 


ef the people, If you have any direction to receive from 
God, you need him to give it; if you have any bleſſing 


to receive, you need him to procure it to you, and re- 
ceive it for you. 


If you have any ſervice to offer to 
God, any duty to perform, you need Chriſt the cove- 
nant -4 the people, to afford you ſtrength to perform, and 
to offer it to God for you. If you have any evil to de- 


precate, you need him to avert it, whether it be for fins. 
before or after converſion. 


In all caſes, not only in 
your deadneſs and indiſpoſition for duties, but when 
your heart is in beſt frame, thy tenderneſs and good 
trame cannot mediate for this; when you are opprel- 
ſed and born down with one trouble and incapacity or 
another, you need to come to him, that he would un- 
dertake for yous You need him not only when you 
are at a diſtance from God and cannot find accefs, but 

wen you are neareſt to him and admitted to his pre- 


ſence, to ſpeak betore his throne, then you need him fot 


eſtabliſhing you in that good condition. /atah a 
| : ' BY 


W 0 Po N 


te fleſh. dy, When duties go well, and a good frame 


1 
But wwe are all as an unclean. thing, and all our righteoufs 
neſſes are as filthy rags. '. + 
10. Is Chriſt the covenant of the people © and given 
ou for this end? Then ftudy to carry as becometh | 
thoſe who ſee their need of Chriſt the covenant of tb 
people; and for this end take theſe directions. , Take 
care to beat down ſelf confidence and felt adoration, e- 
ven of every thing in you that is not Chriſt, his giſts 
and grace and afhttance not excepted. Put not a ere- 
ated grace in Chriſt's room; be not lifted up with theſe, 
nor led away from the covenant of the people, Phil. iii. 35 
4. For we are the circumciſion, who worſhip God in the ſti- 
rit, and rejoicè in Chrijt Feſus, and have ng confidence in 


— 


of ſpirit is enjoyed, watch that your hearts lay not the 
weight of your acceptation upon theſe things; but that 
ou keep them, eſpecially within fight of the mediation 

of Chrift the covenant of the people, as the ground of your 
confidence, Phil. iii. 7. For what things were gain 1e mne, 
theſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. 3dly, Let your employ- 
ing of Chriſt be as large as the extent of his covenant 
reaches unto, and that is in all things pertaining to God, 
Heb. ii. 17. Shut him not out of his office in any thing 
that is a matter between God and you, Think not to 
put him to drudge at your burdens, and to flight him 
in other things: he will not be ſo dealt with. 44%, Let 
us beware of tempting Chriſt or grieving the covenant of 
the people. If you carry about with you the freſh con- 
viction of your need of him, you will be very tender 
and wary of tempting him, and of ſinning againſt him, 
1 Cor, x. 19. Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them 

alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed of ſerpents. 281 
11. li all who hear theſe glad tidings of great joy 

to them who have broken covenant with God, and now 

are out of credit with him, would glorify him who is 

| iN given 


| in for us, an offering for ſin, He ſtood in the finner's 


— 


654 
given to be a covenant of the people; then let us be much 
in the ſtudy of Chriſt, in the execution of the great 
truſt coinmitted to him, and which he hath overtaken; 
which we may reduce to the following heads. 1/, He 
ſtands engaged to bring the ęlect into a capacity of co- 
venanting with God. 24h, 1o bring them within the 
bond of the covenant, after he hath thus prepared the 
way. Zaly, To enable them wavum he brings into the 
new-covenant ſtate, to. perſorm the duties required in 
the covenant: 4thly, To keep them whom he brings 
within the bond of his covenant, that they fall not a- 
way from it; or, to enable them to continue in it, 
Sthiy, To bring them to the height of that bleſſedneſs 
which is appointed for them, and to crown the work in 
them. 8 | 

1. The firſt part of Chriſt, the covenant of the people, 
his work, and execution of his truſt, is to bring the e- 
le& into a capacity of covenanting with him; to make 
the way of God acceſſible, For man by his fin, was 
made incapable of covenanting with God, until Chriſt 
comes to compoſe the difference, and to reſtore that 
love and friendſhip which once was betwixt God and 
man: who, to prepare a way for man's covenanting 
with God, doth two things himſelf, and worketh two 
things in us; the firſt, to make God acceſſible ;: the o- 
ther, to make man capable of covenanting with God, 
who is made acceſſible by Chriſt, the covenant of the peo. 


ple, his death. /, He taketh on him, man's nature, 


that a ſacrifice might be among mankind who had fin- 
ned : he putting his name in our obligatory, that the 
law might reach him, Gal. iv. 4, 5. God ſent forth his 
ſon, made of a woman, made under the lat, Ic. 2dly, In 
our nature, he obeyeth the law, and ſuffereth ; he pay- 
eth a price for our ranſom, 2. Cor. v. 21. He is made 


ſtead 
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4 1 
ſtead here, he purchaſeth a liberty for the elect, and 
hath it in his legal power to ſet them free when he will. 
4s xx. 28. He hath Purchaſed his church with his own | - 
Blood. 3dly, He convinceth men of their fin and bons 
dage, and impoſſibility to ſatisfy juſtice ; and for this 
end he attacheth them before divine juſtice, John xvi 
8. When the ſpirit @mes he reproves the wirid of fin, 
if righteouſneſs, and of Tnd7ment. Rom. vii. g. 1 was a» - 
[--oywithout, &r. Cal. iii. 24. He mates the law their 
ſcooolmafler ta bring them to Chrift, thkt they Right be fal- 
tified by faith. thy, He worketh their hearts to a yields 
ing frame; making them ready to welcome the news of 
delivery, to be content to come out of their bondages 
and to enjoy freedom by him: to be content to come 
in his will, and yield their weapons to him. He makes 
them to pant after a Saviour, as Paul did, Nom. v. 24. 
fr compleat redemption ; O wretchxd man, &c. And 
when all this is done, finners-are but in a capacity oſ 
covenanting with God; all this is done, t& mate ready 
« people prepared for the Lord for tho Chriſt hath paid 
tne price of the elect's ranſom, and hata purchaſed 
their liberty on the croſs; yea, and hath alſo convinc- 
ed them of the need of their ranſom, and made them 
tractable to liſten to accept of it ; yet, till a man come 
in by faith, and manifeſt his acceptance, or actually ac- 
cept of Chriſt's propoſals, he is not yet actually inter- 
elted in him whom God hath given for a covenant of the 
People. 

2. The ſecond part of Chriſt's work, is, to bring the 
elect within the bond of the covenant, and for bring- 
ing about of this, ½, Chriſt makes an offer of a new 
covenant ſtate, with all ſuitable allurements and encours 
agements which may make the ſouknof the elect to ac- 
cept of it, and for this end he hath appointed the uni- 

firy of reconciliation, 2 Ger, v. 19, 20. 2dly, He * 
ct 


= ( 56 ) | 

-eth the hearts of his people for accepting of his offer, 
and bringeth them into a ſatisfaQtion with the covenant, 
and the terms of its 2 Sam, xxiii. 5. It becomes al] 
their ſalvation, and all. their deſire. 3. He actually mak- 
eth them to embrace it, and enter into it, and this he 
doth, by making us receive and embrace che promiſes, 


give up ourſelves to be Chriſt's, and to be no more our 
own. He engageth the heart unto God by a core- 
nant, Fer. xxx. 21. And 7 will caſe him to draw near, 
and he ſpall approach unto me; for whe is this that engag- 
eth his heart to approach unto me, ſaith the Lord It is he 
who maketh us give up ourſelves unto him, Exh. 
xxxvi. 27, 28, And I will put my ſpirit Within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ways, and ye thall be my people, and 
1 will be your God. Ep | | 

3. The third p+:t of Chriſt's work in executing his 
covenant truſt, is, to enable them whom he bringeth 
into the covenant of grace, to perform the duty of the 
covenant, according to his undertaking to his Father on 
their, behalf. And for this effect, I/, He circumciſeth 
their hearts, and taketh away their averſeneſs to cove- 
nant duties, Ezef. xxxvi. 26. 7 wil take day the ſony 
heart out of your fieſh, and, c. 2dly, He ingrafteth a 
new inward principle in their hearts, of compliance 
with, an propenſion unto, their duty, Jer. ili. 33. J 
ri put my law into their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts, and will be their God, and they ſball be my 
people. Jer. xxxii. 40. I will put my ſear in their hearts, 
and they ſhall not depart from me. 3dly He aſfordeth them 
ſtrength tor performing duties required in the covenant, 
and makes his grace effectual in them for that end. 
Exel. xxxvi. 27. I will put, c. He craveth his rent, 
but filleth the hand wherewith to pay it, Phil. i. 11, 
Being filled with the fruits F righteonjneſs which 77 

| | 7 


and to receive Chriit in the promiſes, and by making us 


- 


. 
Teſus Chriſt, unto the glory and praiſe of God. 2. Cor» 
x. 8. God is able to make all grace abound towards vou, 
that ye zhways having all ſufficiency in all things, may a» 
bound in every good work, Ah, He breathes upon the 
graces of his people, and acteth them by daily freſh and 
quickening aſſiſtances, Song iv. 16. He maketh the 
north and ſouth wind to blow, &c, Iſaiab xxvi. 12. He 
worketh all our works in us. Phil. it. 13. He toorketh in 
us, to will, and to do of his good pleaſure. 


* 


4. The fourch part of Chriſt's work in executing his 


covenant truſt, is, to keep thoſe whom he bringeth into 
the covenant, from falling away from that bleſſed eſtate; 
If it were not for Chriſt's travailing in this work, the 
reconciliation once made could not ſtand » if he did not 
continue the covenant of the people for ever, we thould 
not for ever continue in the covenant ſtate, Heb. vii. 245 


29. But this man, 75 he continueth ever, hath an un- 


changeable prieſthood. M herefore he is able is ſave them 
to the uttermoſt, that com? unto Ggd by him, ſeeing be evir 
livethto make interceſſion for them. And for keeping his 
people in covenant with God, beſides his contriving the 
covenant ſo, that breaches ſhall not make it voids 
IJ, He gifteth them with, and conveyeth to them, àn 
everlaſting principle of grace that cannot die nor titter= 


ly periſh, ohn iv. 14. The ꝛwater that I ſhall give him, 


ſhall be in him as a well of water, ſpringing up unto ettr- 
nal life. 2diy, He Keeps life in them by his interceſſion, 
Luke xxil. 32. He prays for them, that their faith fail 
not, Jaly, He keeps a grip of them, he engageth his 
father to keep them, and employeth all his power; Ere- 
dit and intereſt, to keep them in that bleſſed ſtate, 1 Pet, 
i. 5. They are kept by the pewer of God. John x. 28. He 
gives unto them eternal life, and they ſball never periſh, nei- 


ther ſhall any pluck them out of his hand. 4thly, He mains 
tains the peace and agreement he hath made, by his be- 
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ing their conſtant agent to appear in the Projents of Gall + 
for them, Heb. ix. 24. Rom. v. 2. By whom alſo, un e 
have acceſs by faith unto this grace wherein we ſtand, and  ; 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 5thily, He promote h 
eth intercourſe and good den betwixt the fa. h 
ther and his people, that their trading with heaveu be r 
not interrupted, Epb. ii. 18. For by him we have an ac- 
ceſs thro one ſpirit unto the father. 1 Pet. iii. 18. Chrift 
hath once ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring 
us to God. So that now, as Heb. iv. 10. We may tome 
with boldneſs to the throne of grace, that 1e may obtain mer- 
cy, and find grace to help in the time of need. Gthly; He 
maketh up emergent diftetences and breaches of the 
peace between God and us; and this he doth, 1/, As 
an agent making his conſtant reſidence in heaven, that 
as, Heb. ix. 24. upon all occaſions he may, appear in the 
preſence of God for us. 2dly, As an advocate, pleading 
his peoples cauſe, and ſhowing that ſatisfied juſtice muſt 
be for them, 1 John ii. 1, F any man fin, we have an ad. 
vocate with the Father. 3dly, As an interceſſor, pleading 
and praying for them, Heb. vii. 28. He ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for them. 4thly, As a ſollicitor, preſenting and 
promoting their prayers to his and their God and Father. 
5. The fifth part of Chriſt's work in executing his 
- covenant truſt, is, to bring all theſe for whom he hath 
engaged in his covenant, to the light of that bleſſedneſs 
which he hath appointed for them; that as the great cap- 
ain of ſalvation, he may bring many ſons to glory, Heb. ii. 
10. Which glory ſtandeth in perfect and glorious con- 
formity with Chriſt, and in perfect and glorious commu- 
nion with God, when they will be lite him, and ſee him a: 
he is, John iii. 2. For accompliſhing whereof,” V, He 
ptepareth that happineſs for them, and a fit place where 
they may enjoy it for ever, John xiv. 2. In my Father's 
houſe are many manſions; i it were not fo, I would * | 
| | . - te 
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ill you ; T go to prepare a place for you. 2dly, He keep- 
eth this happineſs for them, when they can contribute 
nothing for keeping of it, 1 Pet. i. 4. It is reſerved in 


heaven for them. 3dly, He keepeth them for it, they | 


have as much need of keeping as their crown and inhe- 
ritance 3 as we cannot keep thefe, ſo we cannot Keep 
vurſelves. 4thly, He goeth before his people, and break - 
eth the oppolition that is in their way to glory, ſo that 


he leaveth them no adverſary to fight with, but ſuch as 


he hath ruined and conquered, Micab ii. 13. The break- 


er is gone up before them. Sthly, He maketh his people 


meet and fit for the glorious condition, Col, i. 12. Meet 
% be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
Eph. v. 26, 27. He gave himſelf for it, that he might pre- 
ſent it to himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrin- 
lle, or any ſuch thing, Gthiy, When all his people are 
fitied, and ready to receive what he hath prepared for 
them, he will come again for them, himſelf, and carry 
them triumphantly to glory, Jehn xiv. 3. And if Ig 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to myſelf, that where I am, there ye may be alſo. Col. 
Iii, 4. Men Chrijt who is our life, ſhall appear, then ſpall 
ye appear alſo with him in glory. Rev. xix. 7, 8. Let us 
be glad and rejoice, and give honaur io him; for the mar- 


riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herſelf 
. ready. 


And to her it was granted, to be cloathed in fine 
linen, clean and white : for the fine linen is the righteouſ- 
neſs of ſaints, | 8 

12. That we may habitually reme. aber Chriſt's dy- 
ing and redeeming love, and draw forth the ſweets of it 
to his glory and our ſpiritual benefit, that we may be 
filled with holy admiration and wonder at Chriſt, who 


| is the covenant for us; let us think of him, as he through 
whom the whole- covenant of peace from beginning to 
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end, was tranſacted, through whom God dealt and doth 
deal with us, and we with him. As 

I. Through him was the covenant with us firſt mo- 
tioned, and by him was the motion entertained on our 
behalf: there had never been a covenant between God 
and fallen man, had not Chriſt ſtept in to overture 
reconci-iation of juſtice and mercy 
2. Through him was the buſineſs done, and ended 
in the counſel of God; He agented the covenant till it 
was a cloſed barga in, in, and an eternal plot between, 


* the Father and himſelf, Pf. Izxxix. 3. I have made & > 
venant Wi 2% my choſen. 


Through him were we repreſented in his tranſac-. 
tion with the Father. He interpoſed and did the buſi- 
neſs by way of repreſentation, as the head of the church, 
2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an ho- 
ly calling, not according to our works, but according to his 
on purpeſe and grace, which was given us in Chrift Te» 


Jus, before the world began. 


4+ T brough him did God ſtrike bands with us. The 
ſtipulation on our part was made by him, whom the 
Father took as a reſponſal perſon to bargain with. He 
put his name in our bond, and ſept in as ſurety for the 
broken man, Feb. vil, 22. Je became the ſurety of the 


better te/tament. 


Through him is the whole covenant fulfilled. He 
gude all that is promiſed on God's part, 2 Cor. i. 20. 


Far all the promiſes of God in him are yea, and in him A. 


men, to the glory of God by us. And he worketh in us and 
for us whatſoever is required of us, Heb. xii. 2. He is 


the author and finiſher of faith, 
6. Through him are the news of the S of 


pr between God and us, publiſhed and proclaimed, 


iab Ixi. 1, The fpirit of the Lord God is upon nie, be- 


e the Lord bas ancinted me to preach good tidings _ 
. 
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7 the meek. Eph. li. 17. And came, and preached peace, to 
you, which were afar of, and to them that were nigb. Pl. 


xl. 9. He hath come and preached righteouſneſs inthe groat 
congregation. : | 49304 

7. Through him is the myſtery of his covenant made 
manifeſt in the hearts. of his people: he ſhines upon 
the myſtery of his covenant, and makes it to be under- 
ſtood. The difcovery of God reconciling the world to 
himſelf, and taking covenant=breakers into covenant 
with himſelf, could never have beem made, had not. 
Chriſt been given for @ covenant of the people, John i. 18, 
No man hath ſeen, Gad at any time; the only begotten Son, 
who is in the boſom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

8. By him was a price told down to juſtice on our 
behalf: he entered his perſon in priſon for us, till he 
paid the debt with the price of his blood, after which 


he was ſet at liberty, Heb. ix. 12, 15. By his ot , 


he entered once inta the holy place, having «b!ained redemp# 
tion for us For this cauſe be is the mediator of the new 
te/lament, that by means of death, they who cre called might 
receive the promiſe of the eternal inberitanee. 
9. Through him is the difference actually compoſed, 
and the peace made up; the diſagresing parties -arg 
brought together through him, EP. ii. 13, 14. Bu 
row in Chrift Feſus, ye wha were ſometimes afar aff, are 
made nigh by the blood of Chriſt, Now Gad is tn .Gpriſt 
reconciling the world to himſelf. 2 Cor. v. 199. 
10, Through him are all the bleings of the cave- 
nant applied to us, and the fruit of his purchaſe is drawn 
lorth, as a prieſt for ever. He is the perſon who ſtill 


mediates and officiates before God on our behalf, or 


the treſh applications of all his purchaſe; Hab. ui. 25. 
He is able to ſave to the uttermaſt, all that come 10 'Gad by 
him, ſeeing he ever liveth to male interceffion for them. 
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1. Through him we receive all the bleſſings of the 
eovenant. He is the head of the church, who receiv. d 
eth bleflings for the whole body, and every member I ei 
thereof, P/. Ixviii. 18. He hath received gifts for mem I vt 
He is the perſon who receiveth all zhe bleſſings of the] ſe 
covenant at firft hand; the perſon on whom all the acts I n. 
of God's love are firit put forth, John i. 14, 16. The | - 
word was made fleſh, and dwelt amang us And uf his | v 
fulneſs have we all received, and grace for grace. w 
12. Through him was the covenant with us confirm- | fo 
ed; he ſealed the new teſtament with his own blood, | h. 
and interpoſed by his death to make the covenant God's | bi 
irrevocable will of grace unto us-ward, Zeb. vi. 17,18, | al 
Fhereim God willing more abundantly io manifg/t unto Þ if 
the heirs of promiſe the immutability of his counſel, confirms | y. 
ed it by an oath, that by two immutable things wherein it was 
impeſſibls for God to lie, they might have ſtrong conſalatin | tl 

 who-have fied for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before | re 
#5. Chritt the covenant of the people, is the perſon inf}. it 

whom, and by whom, the covenant is confirmed. h. 
13. Through him is the covenant a cloſed bargain, | # 

as to the addition of our conſent to it: through him are 
our hearts engaged to the bargain. He travaileth with 
us to obtain our conſent to it, Ezet, xx. 37. He brings 
them within the bond of the covenant. 

14. Through him is the covenant held faſt with all 
thoſe, who are once really engaged in it, that it crume 
ble not away as the firſt covenant did, but may ſtand 
firm and ſtable, P/. Ixxxix. 34, 35. My covenant will I 

not break, nor alter the word that is gone out of my moutb. 
Once have I ſworn by my halineſs, that I will nat lie 
unto David, John xvii. 12. Thoſe that thou gavęſi me 

T have kept, and none of them is loſt, 8 

From all theſe views of Chriſt the covenant. of the peo- 


ple, we way ſee 
ag i 1 Their 
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1. Their miſery who are under the covenant of 
works, which is the ſtate of all natural men. You muſt 
either do for yourſelves, or think of changing your c 


venant ſtate ; while you remain under the old covenant 7 
ſeeking righteouſneſs by the law, you can have no be- 
nefit by Chriſt, who is given for a covenant of the people: . © 
2. Learn how bleſſed the ſtate of believers is who are 
within the bond of the covenant of grace; you may. 
with boldneſs approach Chriſt with your ſervices, and . 
for obtaining bleſſings and directions from him, you 


have Chriſt the mediator of the new covenant, H God 
be at any time angry, you have one to put between you 


and his anger, to ſpeak for you, when you dare not 
ſpeak for yourſelves ; to procure bleſſings for you, when 
you deſerve none. | 


3. Is Chriſt give 
there ſo many encouraging views to be taken of him in 
relation to the new covenant ? Then make ſure of an 


intereſt in kim; let him be employed, acknowledged and 


honoured by you as the covenant of the people. Let all 


| men honour the Son, even as they de the Father, John v. a3. 
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